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The TRANSLATOR'S 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER. 


HIS Liele Trat is bent 
Honeſtly to inform in a few 
Words the Upper Rank of 
Mea with ſuch Rulcs of un- 

ing Morality, as may be therefore 
more {ealonable, becauſe rhey are ad- 
dreſs'd to. Generous Minds , which 
may be taken by Hints, when neither 
DR: fs 
W 'em to oach' 
quent nefomdes dh, 
The Tranſlator has endeavour'd 
the Author might breath the Strength 
of his own Thought, and live tolera- 
bly in our Clime ; but his chief Aim 
is, ans tn > 
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The Tranſlator's Preface 
the carrying up of Virtue to a Noble 
Pitch, and tha he may not lie under 
the Reproach of wanting the Will to 
do good to thoſe, whom he fancics 
very often to ſtand in nced of the fol- 
lowing Suggeſtions; which are pre- 
ſented to your View in this Order. 
Becauſe an Honeſt Man is not fo well 
as abandon'd, but upbraided for being 
ſteadily ſo : In the Firſt Section he is. 
ſer forth as a ſuitable Preliminary to 
uſher in the- other Heads. In the 
Second, the Dmty of - Honoring Pa- 
rents is Countenaned and encourag d. 
In the Third, the Importance' of Educa- 
tion is Recommended, as the moſt Bene- 
ficem Aft of Indalgent Parents, the 
moſt univerſally neceſiary ro faſhion 
Great Men, and to Relieve the Unhappy. 
The 47h. ſpecifies the Particulars of 14 
Education, and deſcribes to you, What 
4a younz Gentleman is to Learn. The 
Fifth draws him a Line from whence 
he is to make no Excurfrons, by ſhew- 
ing him, what ought to be the Scope of 
his Studies. Under the Sixth Head 
he is contfin'd ts make a Right Uſe of his 
Knowledge 


VIEM 


to. the Readers" 
Knowledge, bur this cannot be done; 
as the Seventh acquaints him, withour 
doing what becomes him for his Relations. . 
The Eighth, adviſeth you to be ſubject 
to the Laws of the Country ; and not to 
arraign'em, if there ſhould be a 
Male-Adminiſtration. The Ninth 
tears up all Rebellion by the Roots, 
by ſhewing, that the Duty of Allegj- 
ance is the ſupreme Law. The 7enth 
is a pointed Satyr againſt them who dare 
_ the Government. The Eleventh 
thoſe who- make Inroads upon 
our Quiet, as all Fomenters of Plots 
and Diſturbances do. The Twelfth 
chalks us out the true way to gain Eſteem. 
In-the Thirteenth, the Advantages of 
High Birth, and Reputation are fer 
forth. In the Fourteenth, that he may 
not be fluctuating what he ſhall chuſe, 
nor do it raſhly, Rules are ſer him for 
the Choice of a Station in the World. 
And becauſe a Man of ity may 
not {a readily 'part with Eaſe, the Fif- 
teenth gives him Reaſons why he ſhou 
be vigilant, intent, and laborious. The 
Sixteenth puts him upon deſigning his 
A 3 Actions 
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Adctionsſo juſtly,thar he may be. ſure 
not to:miſcarry in the Firſt Undertaks 
ings. The Seventeenth im into the 

rack , how he may with moſt Eaſc 
form an Intereſt in the Efteens 4 
Princes and Great Men. The Eighteenth, 
from a due Picture of the Miſery of 
thoſe who are depriv'd- of Friends, 
takes occaſion to cxalt the B s of 
thoſe who find 'em. The Nineteenth na- 
rurally then leads a Man of Quality 
nicely to diſtinguiſh what fort of 
Friends they are, - whom he will com- 
miſſion 'to prefede in his Soul. In che 
Twentieth, our Time, which ſo anper- 


ceivably ſteals away, is arreſted by the 


Obſervations of this Author ; and as the 
Face of miſemploying it is ſer forth, a 
Model whereby to improve it 'is pro- 
pos'd. The "Joimy firſt taxeth the 
V anity of Zatlers,and laborers ro fill your 
Imagination with the Conveniency of 


. Sitence, The Twenty ſecond is fo far 
' from allowingany ozox to be acquir'd 


by Deels, that he ſhews- that all char 
are intereſted in 'em are 'diſobedient to 


| an Exceſs both againſt God and the 


Kine, 


VIM 


The Tranſlator's Prefaci" 
King. The Twenty third (hews, that 
war agen. gary neither ſerwilely 
y'd to, nor is it reaſonable 
to be __ to their Pro. 
ny 


of, for want of throught bs feng he them- 
ſelves. The Twenty 
how »fef#l'ris to hol poo oem 
with eminent-for Wiſdom, and 
of great Abilities. "The Twenty ſeventh 
—_— what Yaricty "of Friends is 
neceflary to abare the A 
Life, The 7wenty eight 
what 7ur# your Aedmnh have yes 
will embark in Great Deſigns. 
tion makes every thing Yb 
caſt, {0 firain'd, and SIE 
the Twemy' »imb hilſes it rv 
The Thirtieth puts a Man of 
into what will take wit 
the Ag Ike Thirty frft in ſtruts him, 
he 'may find »fefu! Pleafant ry to 
6 tr himſelf with when he is «+ 
A 4 lone. 


Tbe-'Tr anflator's Preface” 
lone) The Thirty ſecond blames thoſe. 
who” will run down an Undertaking, 
which is fiot anſwer d with a proſperous 
Event. The Thirty third marks the 
Limits how far the Compliance with a 
Friend is warramtable. ' Tho the Thirty 
fourth doth nor permit a Perfon ' of 
Quality defignedly ' to rar Proll, yer it 
tommends him for ſprinkling ſome G 
ty 'in his Humour. The - Thirty ith 
that -£ a Negle# in a ſlight 
Matter, a whole Flopefwl Deſign may 
be loſt. The Thirty fxth deſcribes, 
the "ways of becoming a Darling 
throughly ſettled, and to be Rivered in 
the Favour.of Great Men. The Thirty 
ſeventh pares oft the Folly of Superfluity, 
bur 'gives Neatneſs its due raQer. 
The Thirty eighth infinuates what 
Length a Man's Diligence muſt reach 
who will create to himſelf no Enemies. 
The Thirty ninth is an Exhortation not 
ro be diſpirited under the Cruſbings of 
the trongeſt fide. The Fortieth neither 
ves us leave to be the Tools of other 
Mens Pride, nor to propagate any of 
#pur own. - The Forty firſt o_ 
_ uch 
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to the” Reader, 
ſuch who would be Caſt-teepers for the 
Publick, to give Proofs before-hand, 
with what Management can Go- 
vern their own Expences. The, Forty 
ſecond introduceth Men of Quality to 
an  Acquaintance inconſiderable for 
Number , but ſuch as haye a great 
deal of intrinſick Value. The Forty 


third ſevertly checks a rr cn Re- 

fletions, and Sharp Raillery, The - 
Forty fourth gives Sincerity that Pane- 
gyrick to which'ris juſtly entitl'd. In 
the Forty fifth the Author modeſtly de- 
claims againſt ſuch as having once ta- 
ken up a Feed are averle to be recon- 
cil'd, and in fome mcaſure tunes the 
jarring of Mens Minds; and when 
their Pulſe beats even, then he looks 
upon it as a proper occaſion in the 
Forty fixth, to ſhew that it is bencath 
the Dignity of a Man of Honor to bc 
Fickle. The Forty ſeventh ſcourges 
all who arc of a Comardly and Faint- 
hearted Charatter. The Forty eighth 
diſcovers that Gratitude is not only a 
Good manner'd Virtue, bur that thoſe 
who only conſulc Intereſt are no Loſers 


by 


to the Reader. 
by that Treaſare. The Forty nimth gi 
þ>—orgs — Xooas thar a Diſpurer 
of rhe keeneff Mettle is thereby re- 
ftrain'd in the Yehemence of his Carier. 
The Fifti:th recommends Regoslar Con- 
dat? of Life,and ſhews where 'tis inoffew- 
ay gh ens ny pes ory 
te quickeſt Underſtanding cannor 
pronounce jadicionſly of a Man, unleſs 
they have feen him under the Gawady 


7, jons of a Full Fortune, or the 

Neceſſities of a Scanty. The 
Fifty ſecond prefers that Man of Qua- 
liry as deſerving the moſt ample Com- 
mendations who can ftcer evenly be- 
rwixt both, with an eafte Indifference. 
The Fifty third fets down the [ncomve- 
xience there is in reaching forth Cre 
denial Letters to every one Who has 
the Confidence to requeſt 'em7 and if 
that renders Men of Honor liable to be 
put upon, frening *em with Blanks, 
carries 'em into donble Danger. The 
Fifty fourth ſtints Cariofity, "ond dif- 
coyers where itstrue Uſe is to be fix'd. 
The Fifty ffth purs an Incapacity upon 
+ þ two 


The Tranſlator's Preface 
two Sorts of ' People for Companions 
which are Delwſhees, and ine. In 
the Fifty fixth all Tricking is arraignd, 
beſides what is neceſſary to countermine 
the Trickers. In the Fifty ſeventh you 
are told what a fatal Stroke the Death 
of a Friend is; and which is the beſt wa 
to heal the Wound it makes. The F; 

_ eighth bids a Man of 2uality ſeriou 
conſider what tickliſh Ground he 
onat Court, and how many are at work 
ro trip up his Heels, The Fifty ninth 
gives us to underſtand, what a Prove- 
catihve to Laughter the Motly Figare of a 
Grey-headed Gallant is. The Sixtieth (pe- 
cies what Counſels a Man of Quality 
is not only to zxcſe, bur to encourage, 
and what he is oblig'd in Honor to re- 
jeR; and to puniſh the Broacher.. The 
Author in the Sixty frf# (cems to be 
ſenſible what a number of antradtable 
Spirits a Man advanc'd to a high Station, 
has to_ conjure down; and therefore he 
proportions fuirable Qualifications, 
either to carry on the Attack againſt 
'em, or at leaſt reſolutely to ſtand up- 
onthe Defenſive. Becauſe Froth is al- 
ways 
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ways uppermoſt, the Sixty ſecond Se-" 
Bien alviſceh never t mafic when 

ou arc in a Ferment ; for when rhe 
is of Moment, tis good to ſtay 

for a becalm'd Temper. The Sixty 
third clears that Truth, that he who has 
already a profligate Bias, ought to have 
no Patron by the Authority of his Re- 
putation to countenance him farther to 
ont-run his Duty. The Sixty fourth 
teaches a Man of 2uality thus to deal 
with the Ungrateful, not to be {udden- 
ly vindictive, but by the wonted 7e- 
newr of ſoft Treatment, to ſhame 'em 
into. a Senſe of their own Omiſſion. 
In the Sixty fifth you are given to un- 
derſtand, that becauſe there are no 
petty Conſequences which attend Great 
Undertakings, tis ſtark Nonſence to bring 
an ordinary Application to 'em. The 
Sixty fixth leads a Perſon of Luality in- 
ro a Belief how neceſſary Secrelie 15 to 
him, that it is a mighty falſe ſtep to pro- 


claim his Steerage to the World, and 
{o arm his Adverſary to w#do_ him, and 
that nothing can diſpenſe with his di- 
vulging of a Secret, but where the 

concealing 
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concealing of it would affront his God, 
betray his King, and naturally tend to 
the Ruine of his Country. In the Six- 
ty ſeventh the Author makes it a proof 
of a Miſkap:n Mind, that it muſt cirher 
be fiuſh'd with extravagant Hopes of 
Things that are out of its reach to de- 
. termine upon; or elſe with as i 

lar a Motion to be immediately rofs'd 
into the Depths ot ſcandalous Deſpair. 
The 68th. Settion endeavours to con- 
vince a Great Man, that it is his 

to deter Vice, and to take Yirtses 
Part, let the Attempt coft what it will. 
The 69th. makes it appear how wretch- 
edly Trivial that Flumeoxr 1s, to be con- 
tinually hovering about Buſineſs, and 
entering upon none; ſpinning out 7ime 
ſo long till the Lacky Minzte for execu-. 
ting a Deſign is ſlipd by, and _—_ 
no Art be bri#d4to return. The 70th. 
gives ſecure Directions to moderate that 
over-boiling Heat by which Men are pre- 
cipitated to "pals fatal Sentences on | 
themſelves by making a Wrone Tudr- 

ment both on Perſons and Things. The 
71/t. Head decyphers both how «rmar- 


ly 


_ to the Reader. 
' þ and impolitick that Condudt is, 
r ana two, have been Partners in an 
Undertaking that has ſucceeded, for one 
to. »ſorp all the Praiſe, and to rob the 
other of his Share. The 72. marks our 
the Road a Mar of Quality muſt purſue, 
when he is (wpriz'd by a ſudden Acci- 
dent which 1s juſt upon the. Yerge of . 
breaking all his Meaſures. The 734. 
Sedtion is a little Medley of Moral Leſs 
ſons, about Good Turns, Rewards, and 
the wiſe Diſpoſal of Employments, The 
74th. derives down to us the Knows 
ledge of what a Power there is in ſome 
Mens Method of obliging, their Kind- 
nels flows fo eafily, that it infinuates it 
ſelf with Variety of Charms into the 
Sexl of the oblig'd; 'tis here you learn 
the Xnack how ſome Men of Qaality can 
ſend away Petitioners ſatwft 4 at the 
ſame time they are refusd. The 75th. 
points out to you both the Ady 

that a Man in Solitude has to diſcoyer 
Truth, and the Comforts which finiſh 
the Repole of his Mind in that 7hink- 
ing State, bur yet diſcovers that all 
are not to be of this Bookiſh Flegmatick 


Form, 
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Form, this Machine of the World can 
never be turw'd bur by Wheels that move 
with more#zgovr ; and therefore as the 
Shoulders 'of Men of Qualicy -are 
loaded with the Weight of publick 
Adgairs, deſerve at leaſt Commen- 
dation to help 'em to ſupport it. The 
76th,unveils ro us what noble Thoughts 
may be extradted from a quick Inſpeition 
jnco the Creatures we Laily converſe 
with, The 77th. draws Baniſhmenr in 
ſuch fair Colours, that a State-Officer 
diſgrac'd may fetch Armonr cno' from 
ths little Magazine to defend him from 
any harſh Reſentment of ſuch a Change. 
The 78h. (ers forth this Conſolation, 
that 1f a Man of Quality keeps wp bur 
thoſe thr ee Springs of /xnorence, Pati- 
ence, and Retolution in his Frame, he 
can never have one wneven Motion in & 
Priſon, In the 79th. the Aurhor bids 
=_ ſtep oft che Stage of a tumulruous 

orld, and to make a Chriſftiam-like 
Preparation for the Climes of Bliſs, 

ts you upon this ſingle Duty, to give 

ings to your Devorion, and re be un- 
flam d w Ki {uch a refin'd Love of your 
dearelt 


| ol 
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deareſt Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as may 
excrt it ſclfin a ſuitable Imitation of his 
bright Example. And now to wind up 
all, this kind Hand that has led you 
thro” all the Mazes of a tedious Life, 
would not forbear accompanying you 
to the laſt Apartment, the Chambers 
of ( what has been call'd the King of 
Terrours, and Grifly )Death. But with 
the trucſt Stamp of Friendſhip tells you, 
you may make it as deſirable as you 
pleaſe; .and tho there may be a little 
Violence at the firſt ſeparation of two 
ſonearly ally'd as the Sos/, and the Boy, 

et upon an' antecedent pious Provifion, 
the Reanion of thole dear Companions will 


be attended with ſuch Extafres of Foy, 
that no Man living need ſtand ſhivering 


" on. the Brink of Eternity, at the Minute 


he is to launch, bur venture on the Ex- 


riment with a grave and beco 
Chearfulaeks. | hs no more ep) 
but my Hearty Prayers, that theſe 7»- 
feruitrve Moral Notices, tho ſhort, may 
convey ſome (ca{onable Information to 
thoſe Minds that we cannot come at to 
cultivate another way, and then my $4- 
tisfattion will be equal to their Advan- 
tage. | The 


/ 
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PERSONS of QUALITY. 


HO Perſons of 'a High 

| Rank have commonly ber- 
ter Parts, and a quicker In- 

ſight into things than others, 

yet they ſometimes ſlide into thoſe Mi- 
ſtakes which ſacrifice their Fortune 
and Repuration in the World. Tis ca- 
fie ro diſcover from what Fountain 
the unlucky Occurrences in their Lives 
flow, 'tis only that in their Steerage 
molt of 'cm ſet themſelves no Rule, 
but often at as Humour, Freak, or 
the Extravagance of a Paſlion leads 
'cm; yet it is chiefly. for the ſake of 
B Perſons 
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Perſons of good ExtraQtion that Rules 
of Management are neceſſary, becauſe 
their Aﬀairs are of moment, their 
Employments Fur crable, their Inte- 
reſts' nice, and difficult to condudt. 


EET IIS 


cal InſpeRion comment upon all rhey 
do, and are intent to get into a poor 
eſtcem by rhe blaſting of others Cre- 
dit. | All/rhis {hews'the riedelfity they! 
are under not to act bur by the Rules 
of Prudence  and--rrue Condu@ ; and 
rhis alſo has led with me tovlay 
down __ nog which [1 1$ 
requiſite to purſue, in order 
to recommend . their Wiſdom ,.'and 
maintain their Character honorably in 
the World. There is not one of 
Maxims which I "do nor believe to be 
as profitable in the PraQtice, as it 1s 
uſeful in the Speculation; yer I do 
not _=—_ thar they are to be blind- 
ly followed without duc - exami- 
nation. I. only propound that which 
uppears to me the moſt rcaſonable, 
and 
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and the moſt ſafe, with all the Since- 
rity which an honeſt Man ought to 
uſe; who in writing does not folely 
aim at the Diſcayery of his Wit: and 
Skill, bur who weuld nakedly impart 
the.OQblcovations he has made, rothofe 
who for want of Reflection, or E 
rience,; are .not ſufficiently inllqucied 
in many:; Occurrences, of Life, where 
it, is. ok; the higheſt Importange, 4þey 
ſhould, be, wuformed. ; To, concluge,,. 
hayc:.ondegvourcd,, to. ſhew. in, this 
Tract, how advatuageous.the Practice 
only far its Influence on Civil Life, yer 
I have no deſlign,is inſfinuate chereby; 
that Men ſhould level cheip. y 
. to acquire or-preſerye. worldly Atflu- 

ence; 1 have remarked gn the, contrary) 
that we: ought to termanate our. Pro- 
(ped in an infiaitely mare, aoble, 
and:to make this alone. che Spur to puſh 
all eue Actions, to render qur ſelves 
accompliſhed in the Eycs of God, 2.4 
an Obedience that 


be 18 invigocazed , 
and grateful Acknowledgment. 
B 2 
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The Thue Condu8t 


L, 
An Honeſt Man. 


ESTES, 
ceeds all other Qualificati- 


ſeeing rhar it contains the emi- 

nent Virus which we muſt nc: 
y make uſe of in the proſecution of 
our Duty, and is at the ſame time the 
Foundation of -rrue Merit, and the 
Work of ſubſtantial Ha 

as this excellent Accom 
curchaſerh for us erernakGlory, {© ir 
conuucethto make us live re- 

- and to our in 

this lower World : For a perion of 
ſingular Probity L Probiry, is the Point where 
all wiſe and underſtanding Men cen- 


rer their Eſteem, and his Deſert opens 
his way ro of the firſt 


Rare ; beſides, as he is exempt from 
all i Paſſion, he enjoys that 
Mg ranquilliry which reigns in 

Souls, Tad never finds the 


Peace 
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Vit 
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Peace of his Mind ruffled by the Va- 
riety of Accidents which affect o- 


thers, becauſe being always ſubmiſlive 
to the Decrecs Providence , ' his 
Conſolation is in his own Vir- 
rue; and as nothing is able to raviſh 


from him - that ious Treaſure 
which _ included in mY _ 

power enough to er 
em unhappy. 

This is not the Caſe of them who 
build rheir Happineſs upon Health, 
Beauty, Riches, Dignities , and ſuch 
other Largeſics, as have received 
from prodigal Nature, or blind For- 
rune ; for all cheſd zee often a Prey to 
a thouſand unforeſeen Caſualties, or 
by. the ſudden ſlipping out of their 
Hands, laim elves a-kin to 
all other human Afﬀairs ; and then are 
they ſo much the more miſerable, be- 
caule rhey do nor find within them- 
{fives any ſuirable Conſolation ſpring- 
ing up, ' wherewith to compenſate rhe 
Lols of thoſe fleeting Polleſhons 
which they were fo patlionarely ena- 

4 | .D3 mourcd 
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moured of. Nothing'then' is of more 
Advantage'than to-labour ro become 
an Honeit Man: To be fo indeed, it'is 


meccliary ro have aſprightly and (clear 


Faith, or in other Words, tobe ſtrong- 
ly -:convinced of all-the- Truths -of 
Chriſtianity , to follow "irs Rules 
exactly, and to have an extreme Abhor- 
rence of all Libertiniſm and Impiety. 
Our Religion carries along withit ſuch 
manifeſt Marks of the Divinity of its 
Original, it is ſo Amiable and” ſo-Ho- 
ly, that the incredulous who dare to 
contemn it; are alrogerher inexcu- 
fable. -When 'ris examined withour 
prejudice, with a ſincere Deſire ro pe- 
netrate' into it,” at the'firſt unveiling 
you find it venerable for its Antiqut- 
ty, pure in its Morals, {ublime MS 
Myliterics, divine in its Source! Whar 
{uter Courſe can werhen ſteer, thatrts 
{ubmir: our ſelves tro the Law of 'a 
God; who after having: eſtabliſhed his 
Church —_ | - a rogo 
Reaple,” in (pize of all worldly Opyi- 
imor; has Obliged choſe wel Men, 
Il i. notwithſtanding 
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withſtanding their Pride and Pre- 
1otts, to acknowledpe him for 
their Crearor, and to pay him che A- 
doration which he juſtly claims ? 
What” can we do more becoming rea» 
ſonable Men, than ro embrace a Do- 
Arine confirm'd by ſo many Miracles, 
born up with the Teſtimony of fo 
many Martyrs, taught uniformly du- 
ring fo many Ages, defended by fo 
many Great Men, as famous for the 
Purity of their Manners, as for the 
Solidity of their Judgment, and rhe 
Profoundneſs of their Learning? Be- 
ſides Faith, Love muſt be annexed, 
and the Fear of God ; rhe Love of him 
ro miake all our Ations ſubſervient to 
his Gloty, and the Fear of his Judg- 
ments to retain us in the Bounds of 
Duty, when his Love is nor ſtrong &- 
nouph to ſtop, the Fierceneſs of our 
Paſſions: Tis this Love mixed with an 
uſeful Fear, inlightened by Faith, and 
animared by Hope, which is the pro- 
per. Virtue of a true Chriſtian, and 


which cofifummates his' peculiar Cha- 
B 4 racter ; 


rater ; a Character - infinitely more 
Glorious than all ochers, which 
ona bagry carr: worm is able to 


Felicity 
| =o rg nx clus Chriſt 2s they 
God, and who are notwith- 


ſtanding in Hereſie, flatter themſelves 
in vain to arrive at this Sovercign 
Happineſs ; for we learn of this Di- 
vine Maſter, rhat there is but one way 
co attain it, which cannot be the way 
of thoſe that go every one their own 
way, abandoning the Catholick 
Church, which is the only e of 
Jelus Chriſt, the only itory of 
his Will, and the Faithful 

of his Word. Luz 6 dan evans by 
violably adhcring to the Hol 

'tis thereby that Men wi _ 
themſelves from Doubts, quiet the 
Remorſes , ſtifle rhe Troubles and 
Diſorders wherewith Hereticks and 
Unbelievers are agitated. "Tis by 
this, 1fay, that in the important Bu- 
lineſs of Religion, our Lives glide in 
a ſweer and calm _—_— Neverthe- 


leſs, 
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leſs, let us not believe thar our 
pinels depends on our Fai 
without the Tue Anne of our 
Works ; an Acknowled mult be 
paid for the Heaps of Favours which 
the i docs confer, 'tis he who 
hath made us what we arc, our Bodies 


ferings, who comforts us in Diſcon- 
tents ; 'tis he laſtly, who has devoted 
his Son to Death for our Redemption, 
and who has an crernal Re- 
compence for the faithful Obſervers of 
his Laws. Let us not be inſenſible of 
fuch a Throng of Gifis, and ſince 
God only expect the return of a ſin- 
cere Heart, let us love our Bene- 
factor {o exalted, and {o amiable ; ler 
us his Commands, and uade 
our {elves that no real Pleature, or 
| rue 


10 


rrue Satisfaction can be found; -but #1 
an' intire Submiſhon ro-his Adorable 


Will 


IL 
Honoring of Parents. 


His is not, to ſpeak properly, 
fo much a 4.x ive Maxim, 

' as an inviolable Law, which has ever 
been obſerved, as well by Barbatous, 
as the moſt Refined Nartons ; which 
is 2 plain - Argument, that 'a Law fo 
engraven in Mens Hearts is no other 
than 'whar is natural. On the other 
fide,” God who knew thar the Voice of 
Nature is not loud enough to be heard 
by Men in the Hurry of their” Appe- 
fites, has given them an expreſs Com- 
mand” to honor their Parents, " and 
threarens them with the ſevereſt Cha- 
ſtiſements , if they ever dare break 
through 
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through the Tye of this Command- 
Our own Reaſon at firſt ſight diſco- 
yers the Juſtice of this Precepr ; for is 
there any,'thing mores Cquitable than 
to pay our Reipets, and devote our 
Services to them, who next to Gol 
Almighty have” conferred a Being on 
and in our defencelefs years guarded 
us by their Cares? Let Children (and 
more eſpecially thoſe of an illuſtrious 
Deſcenr, who ought to haye more ge- 
nerous Inclinations than others ) not 
fail to make the Dury of Obedience 
as bright in the Practice, as 'tis lawful 
in the Obligation : And if they will 
not draw down upon themſelves the 
direful Effects of an incenſed God, 
and be publickly fligmatized. with 
the Brand -of Ungrateful, or rather 
Unnarural, not worthy to load. the 
Farth; let 'em always preſerve the 
Sentiments of Love to their ' Parents 
undiminiſhed , and never relinquiſh 
the Submiffion, and prateful Acknows 
ledgment wherewith undefigning Nas 
rure has inſpired 'em 
Il 
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dl. cd. —_ 


Il. 
-— The Inportance of Education. 


Hildren without doubt have out- 
grown their Innocence when they 

have weakened their Reſpet to thew 
Fathers in any part, but their Guile 
ſwells when they have hecedicſly with 
cool Advances drown'd that Obedi- 
ence which they owe : But Fathers, 
who at random bring up their Chil- 
dren, are not much leſs criminal, 
fince it may, be {aid , that for the 
moſt part, the Happineſs or Unhap» 
pineſs of Life depends upon Educa- 
tion. A wicked Dilpolition is the 
fruitful Original of all Vices, if rherc 
be not a laborious Application to cor» 
re, and turn it into a new Track. A 
fine Genius uncultivatcd, pitiably de- 
a" bang and at an Age when the 
arc \o fierce, a Heart flatrerd 

by the Smoothnels of inviting Plea- 
ſures delivers it (elf up at a ſhort 
Parley, 
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Parley,when there is no kind Informer 
toalarm it withthePoiſon that is under 
<©m. Weſce bur roo often the lamen- 
table Effects of an unpoliſhed Educa- 


| tion. A Man who has never 
' been acquai with Knowledge or 
Deſert, -is unfit to enter 
Pr Paſſions ( w 
Swinge he indu ) engaging 
if nd his —_—Oy riique all for 
their Gratification, and at the ſame 
time to contemn and hate all rhe 
World ; his Diſorders never miſs of 
involving him in Troubles, and fome- 
times they are carried to that heighth, 
that he thereby rarniſhes the Glory of 
his Family, wy everlaſtingly buries his 
Repuration. What a ' gnawing Dil- 
* content haunts the Fat who has 
disfigured his Son's Mind, in not ſea- 
foning him with Inſtruction, nor fur- 
niſhing him with Piety, by withdraw- 
ing thoſe Helps for the Regulating his 
lea ond Demeanour, which he 
was indiſpenſably obliged ro admini- 
ſter > Bur the Joy is all Rapture which 


flows 
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lauach'd into. the: World, 
bur he is. flulh'd in univerial oltcem 5 
that all. civil. Me, are fond of him, 
that he. iſhes his Performance 
s, the firſt lo $ he under- 
takes, derives an on his Fa- 
mily, by his fine Accompliſhmenes, 
every day more confirms the Re- 
puration __ his Virtue, Wiſdom' and 
Abilities. See whart is the Product of 


—_ 


| _ IT STE 


a good Education, a (edarenels in this 
Life, and the Felicity of the other are 
inſeparable from it. "Fathers then are 
roleave no Stone unturn d, nor to dif 
gqvcrany Parlmony, w hen 'tis co ſet 

out their Children with Advantage in 
& Voyage of the World;and Children 
ht to look-upon that time ineſtis 
mable which is employed to inſtru 
_ their __—_ and to lay on 
Princi into _'em, © 
which they themſelves will own the 


Benefit 
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Lives) They ate obliged , Hay, wo 
ſecond by: their induttrious i Putſuir, 
and/ by ; their Tractablenels to' encous 
that Care which is taken of rhear 
Education. ;, fince: that is an Afﬀair 
| which aitns direttly. ar their Good, 
and in which'they - are more intereſted 
that any others. 1 4 


ES | 


on IV, 


What +4. Young Gentleman ought to 


Learn. 


5TH Variery of Truths in every 
Science is wrapt upin Difficulries, 
4hd as the Bent of our Diſpoſitions ur- 
geth us to a Diſcovery, fo there is al 
ways 4'SatisfaCtion thar (ufficiently en- 
terrains us in our Reſearches afrer 'It. 
Bur'-yct all Sciences 'are not to be 
courted with an equal Paſſion; ſome are 

- moduh, 
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ſt 
Rules in his Mind, by which he is 
{quare his Behaviour ; the other rwo 
acquaint him with the Rocks where 
other young Beginners have been ſhip- 
wrack d. 

Marhematicks contain ſo man 
convincing Diſcoveries, they reliſh fo 
well with the Palare of this Age, 
that, at the leaſt ris requiſite to be ac- 
quainred with the eatieſt and moſt 
uſcful part of them, as Arichmerick, 

phy, and the- DoQtrine of the 
Sphere ; ro which we may ſubjoin a 
ſlender Familiarity with x 
which makes them who drudge after 
it reſerv'd, and circumf} in their 
Judgments , reacheth in their 
of all ſorts of Truths to mingle 

an exat Method, and which inures 
them to keep the -Mind intent, and 
| Cagcr, 
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, 2a thing {© eſſential to 
+ cf Ga Buſineſs. "Tis 
yet of more moment to be Maſter of 
true Rhetorick, I mean that which 
does not only inſtruct a Man to fpeak 
{moothly, bur to carry away his Au- 
dience with a perſuaſive Force ; this 
raking Art upon ſome nicking Occa- 
fions, "1s ſtrangely ſignificant, where 
blundering Courage and blunt Valour 
are baffled; this skillfully inſinuares ir 
ſelf into the Soul of Princes and great 
Men , - Manages Friends , Enemies, 
rs , uncontroulably conquers 
Hearts, damps popular Fury, and e- 
yen ſtops the Torrent of a fluſh'd 
Armies Rage. Philoſophy alſo muſt 
not be excluded, it goes a great way 
in faſhioning of the Mind, it gives it 
Wings, and more elevates ghe Flights 
of it ; Logick and Metaphylicks make 
a Man more Juſt, and more-Acute; 
and natural Philoſophy , by unfold- 
ing-the Secrets of Nature, and expo- 
ſing the Beauty, the Order, and the 
admirable Harmony of the ſeveral . 
| C Parts 
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Parts of ' the Univerſe to a Man's Cons 
ſideration , influenceth him at the 
ſame rime to adore the Author of ſuch 
a marvellous Compoſlure. The Study 
of the Tongues is to uſher in the Stu- 
dy of more {crious Sciences, except- 
ing Morality, whoſe Principal Rules 
can never” be learn'd too ſoon: The 
manly Exerciſes of the Body are nor 
ro be neglected, they keep it in good 
Repair, t - $a om the Conttitu- 
rion, and ſcatter a free Air through 
all a Man's Addreſs, and a certain 
Grace which ſurprizingly takes at firſt 
ſight ; which is no little Advantage in 
the World. 1 do not ſpeak here of 
Sciences proper for each Order of 
Men, I ſuppoſe a Man deſign'd to 
ſerve the & urch is to dive into the 
Botrom of Divinity; a Man of the 
Long Robe to pry into worme-caten 
Laws , and —_— Cuſtoms , 
atid a Sword-Man to cut his Way into 
all Military Knowledge. 


V. 
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Inns ang 


\ 


What ought to be the Scope of bu 
tudes, 


Crions which in themſelves would 
challenge Eſteem, are ſtrip'd of 

this Privilege when they are founded on 
ill Principles. To undertake Study is 
of it ſelf an Employment decent, and 
honorable ; bur one ought to obſerve 
exactly what Spring *tis that rurns the 
Engine, 'tis commonly to be puft up 
with the popular Guſts of vain Ap- 
plauſe, or to exalt themſelves to 
ſome advantageous Poſt, or to be ſer- 
viceable to the Publick in Compli- 
ance with the DireQtions of Provi- 
dence, which would haye every one 
exert all the Powers of their Souls, 
and diſplay the Vigor of every Ta- 
lent they have received. The two 
| C 2 firſt 
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firſt Motives are baſe and unmanly; 
*rwere better never to be ſtudious, 


" than to be indebted to Oftentation 


and Intereſt for the being ſo. The 
third being the caſie Suggeſtion of the 
Law of Nature, and the Genuine Pro- 
dud of innate Religion, is valuable, and 
worthy of the Purſuit of a Noble 
ind; ſo that thoſe who are en- 
ed with the Education of Chil- 
dren , ought ſcaſonably to inform 
them, that their Studies cannot be 


well employed, if do not ter- ' 


minate in the Glory of God ; if they 
do not tend to their own Improve- 
ment, and to the Publick Good of 
the Community where they live. 


- 
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VL 


To make a Right Uſe of Know- 
ledes 


I Am of Opinion , that they who 
would plead for any Priority of 
Eſteem upon the Account, of their 
Birth, or their advanced Poſt in the 
World , muit, by a proportionable 
Extent of Knowledge, a. that 

are fairly intitled to it; ar leaſt it wi 
be allowed, that the Improvement of 
Reaſon is highly advantageous to a 
Man of Quality, provided that he 
applies ir dextrouſly ; and inſtead of 
being conceited of his own Acquire- 
ments, makes uſe of 'em only to re- 
gulate his Mind , and to perfect his 
Underſtanding : For this Reaſon ler a 
Man have never ſuch a Latirude of 
Capacity, he ought at no time im- 


C 3 pertinently 
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pertinently to hale his Learning on 
the Seage , nor to diſpute eagerly 
for Trifles, nor to impoſe his own 
Senſe on every Body, and grate upon 
the Ears of Company with a dogma- 
tick Tone; this pedantick Way is 


never digeſted by Men of "Senſe. | 
The penerrating into Learning refines 


our ers, inſpires us with the 
Sweetneſs of Addreſs, gives us Diſcre- 
tion and Circumſpeftion. So we ſee 
commonly, that where Knowledge is 
exalted to the true Pitch, a great 
deal of Moderation , Humility and 
Wiſdom is iritermix'd with it; be- 
_ as ſuch Mens _— y-—y ſort 
of Expanſion beyon ers, ſo the 

more deny Hover, either the 
Ornaments that poliſh, or the Flaws 
which ſubjet their Minds to the ca- 
fual Thruſts of Calumny and Re- 
proach, 


% 
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VIL 
What a Man is to do for bis Re- 


lations. 


HE Laws of Nature, and De- 
cency, oblige us to pay our Re- 
lations that Reſpe&t which they may 
challenge ; ro defend-their Honor, to 
ſuſtain their Intereſt when we may do 
it juſtly ; for beſides thar it is our Du- 
ty to be ſtriftly united in the moſt 
endearing Ties to thoſe who are allied 
in Bl to us, it carries a mighty 
Stream of Advantages along with it ; 
=— —_ vp - cemented, 
r1Zin own up: Ihey mutu- 
ally mms and cheriſh ens wine 
either by themſelves, or by the Train 

of numerous Friends which they 
draw after 'em; and this | harmonious 
Intelligence preſerves both in Splen- 
C 4 dor, 
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dor , and Authority in the World. . 


Put caſe our Kindred had not ſo 
much Deſert to invite our __— 
yet Decency and Charity forbid our 

reaking with 'em; their Imper- 
fections ought not ro make us inhu- 
man, bur rather generouſly to cover 
in them what we our ſelves have a 
Regret ro ſee, and to clap in with 
every Opportunity to do 'em Ser- 
vice, 


VIII 


To be Subjeft to the Laws of the 
Country. 


T HE Divine Prerogative, the Or- 
der of Civil Society , and the 
Publick Good do require that every 
individual Member in a Community 
ſhould ſubmit himſelf to the Laws of 
it: In a Monarchy Subjects are a” 
lige 
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liged to honor and revere their King : 
gee in Commonywealths , the Mat, 
ſtrates, by Compact, lay Claim ro 
bedience.. In both, the Duty is indi- 
ſpenſable ; _ = a _ that has 
always been ſtampd with the A 
Ln of every Clime. Whatlhover 
has been authorizd in a State by 
long Continuance, is not to be ſet a- 
ſide to Humour an ambitious Freak, 
or a popular Maggot, nor to undergo 
any Change, but for Reaſons more 
weighty than thoſe which contributed 
to its Eſtabliſhment ; for People 
who would not be chous'd of a well 
unded Settlement, had need make 
Inquiries, whether the ſpecious 
Project of a Reformer does not juſtle 
out that univerſal Repoſe which 
who before enjoy d it, are equally 
oblig'd to promote. Innovations 
which private {elf-intereſted Men 
would introduce into the Adminiſtra- 
tion of a Kingdom, - have often un- | 
hing'd a Regular Frame ; but we rare- 
ly hear that they corroborate the old, 


or 
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or inlarge the Power of any Realm; 
Hiſtory ſwells with Examples which 
clinch this Truth. How unanimouſly 
haye Civil Laws eyer paſt Sentence 
on Rebellion, tho it has been gilded 
with the faireſt Colours which could 
be laid on. 'Tisatteſted by the Ex 

rience of all Apes, that horrible 
Itls which Inteltine Wars do produce, 
are a greater Burthen on any People, 
than thoſe which they may ſomerimes 
riſque to incurr from their Prince, by, 
his holding the Ballance, of his Go- 
vernment, with ſome  Unevennels, 
and ſeeming Partiality. Beſides, if 
every ſotry Pretender of Grievances, 
ſhould have Licenſe ro diſobey his 
Superiors whenfſoever he had a Mind 
to be deliverd of a Complainr, 


( which all Rebels _— themſelves Þ, 


privilegd ro do) farewel Society , 


for no Form of Rule can (ubſiſt on 
theſe extravagant Terms, ſince ey 

one hurried by his Paſſions, would 
hever want plauſible Reaſons whereon 
to ground his Plea of oppoſing the 
| molt 
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moſt lawful Powers: that ever- were. 
So that however they who are Cloth'd 
with Sovereign Authority may miſum- 
ploy it, People have no more to do 

it to be ealie within the Bounds of 
their Dury and Obedience,let 'em from 
thence acknowledge; that God by the 
Proportion of his Chaſliſement feems 
irritated ; and therefore as the dilpo» 
ſeth of the Hearts of Kings, mult be 
ſupplicated to enrich their ' Princes 
Minds with ſuch neceſlary Virtues, as 
may induce 'em to Govern with an 
equal Mixture of Clemency and Ju- 
ſtice. In the mean time that Nation 
we may call Happy, where a King 
careſſes his Subjects, as his Children; 
and they again, as to an indulgent 
Father, pay back the acceptable Ho- 


mage which op owe. Happy isthat 


Realm where the Prince with indefa- 
tigable Application propagates the 
Wellfare of thoſe under his Care; 
and ar 'the ſame time thoſe who Bask 
themſelves under - that Sun-ſhine , 
{mother the Popular Guts carly, be- 
fore 
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fore they become Gloomy Clouds, 
big with impending Ruine, 'to darken 
the Luſtre of Royal Grace. 


IX. 


The Duty of Allegiance is the Su- 
preme Law. 


His Maxim naturally ſprings from 


the foregoing ; for the Laws of 
all Countries oblige us to obey the 
King, ( as Streams gratefully ro own 
the Fountain from whence they do 
derive) and forbid us entring into 
any Engagements that by the wideſt 
Conſtruction might ſeem ro claſh 
with that firſt Deyoir. -Now ſuch as 
by an implicit Surrender devote them» 
ſelves entirely to the Diſpoſal of any 
Perſon who is Saad. either by 
Birth , ' or Office, to a Station ſupe- 
rior ro 'em, are in great danger to 
- ſtrip 


of® Perſons of Quality, 29 
ſtrip themſelves of their Fidelity to their 
Liege Lord, when their Leader ( who 
ought to animate the Allegiance of 
the Lower Orders of Men ) becomes 
I himſelf the firſt Deſerter. Therefore 
wiſe Men have always diſapproved 
thefe roo ſtrict Confederacies,, and 
thoſe private Alliances that ſhould art 
| any time claſh with our Natural Ob- 
_—_ 'Tis enough if I give a 

iniſter of State the Reſpect that is 
| due -to his lofty Seat, without be- 
| coming {o much his Vaſlal, as to fell 

him To Liberty of mine, of which 
my Sovereign only is the Maſter. 
'Tis nor I that blame in general a De- 
ference. that is paid to great Men, if 
their Authoritative Influence does nor 
Hand over Head betray us to comply 
with their Criminal Paſſions ; for if 
there be no Repugnancy to our Duty, 
who can condemn it? "Tis worth t 
while therefore ro obſerve whether the 
Grandees themſelves are Loyal, and 
true to the Intereſt of their Sovereign, 
and whether there is riot a Snake un- 


der 
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der. the Graſs, and that under the 
Pretence of communicating Favours 
to us, they have not a crafty Deſign 
ro hook us into an Aſſociation that 
undermines the Throne of our Prince, 
and is a forward ſtep towards his De- 
poſing. Bur if we get any Lighr that 
they drive. at fo black an Attempt, 
'tis then we muſt with eager Haſte 
retreat from the Perfidious, and gene- 
rouſly ſacrifice to our Dury the Hop 
of any Giittering Advantage what- 
ſoever; belides, the Golden Promiſes 
which thoſe Grandces, who are the 
Heads of Parties, make, prove fo 
the moſt part a Fairy-Latd ; for ut 
ſtead of being able to aſliſt othe 

theſe empty Politicians are over 
whelmed with every revengeful Ca 
lamity , they precipitate thoſe whe 
adhere; ro the Wheel of their For 
twne ; and both, at laſt, ſink under 
the Puniſhment which they have ta 
ken ſuch pains to deſerve. Let us then 
be periuaded, that wharfoever Reve 
lations ſtart up in a Realm, 'tis always 
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beſt,inviolably to ſtick ro the King; for 
as his Side is the juſteſt, ſo the Advan- 
tages of cleaving to it will be the 
molt honorable, and ſatisfactory. 


0 
Againſt thoſe who dare cenſure the 


Government. 


Pre{umption that ſpirits on tu- 
mulcuous Subjects to quarrel with the 
Adminiſtration of the State, ima- 
gining that publick Afﬀairs would 
roll more ſmoothly if they were ma- 
naged by their fanciful Schemes, 
whereas 'tis rheir Duty to ſubmit to 
the Laws, and ro baniſh murmuring, 
and ſtifle Oppoſition, when a Con- 


nf formity ro their Regulations is requi- 


red. If Abuſes do infinuate them- 


{elves into any Government, and by 


lengrh 
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lengrh of time encroach upon the Con- 
ſtitution ; no doubr we Nadi to wiſh 
they were Reformed ; but the Means 
to do it are fo very difficult, that ro 
undertake it without a Lawful Com- 
miſhon', would tend rather ro the 
ſhaking of the Monarchy , than the 
amending its Defects. "Tis an Inſolence 
in private Men to brahd the Govern 
ment which they live under. - *Tis the 
Buſineſs of the King and his Miniſters 
ro examine if there be any Diſorders in 
the Community uncorreted ; neve 

theleſs, if the particular Aſſemblies of 
the Eſlates, which are held in different 
Places, find out any  Milcarriages it 
their reſpefive Provinces, they ma 

make ute of. the Authority which 
the King allows 'em for their Refor 
mation ; and tho this Authority 
ſhould prove inſufficient for that 
End, and that the Blots we woulc 
clear, (till remain, we ought to ac 
quaint his Majeſty with the Iſſue of 
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our. Endeayours , that he may piveſ- : 


conlent for the Preſcription of ney 
| Remedie: 
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Remedies, moſt for the Eaſe and Ad- 

| of his People; bur after all thar 
State-menders can alledge, che King 
is to remain the Judge of any Altera- 
tion; and tho he ſhould not agree to 
ſuch Demands as carry-a fair Plauſibi- 
ny of Right for rheir being granted, 

11 we ought to jeſce with this 
Confidence, that his Non-concurrence 
is for the real Good of his Subjeds, 
tho the Reaſons are behind the Cur- 
tain to us, they are evident and de- 
monſtrative to himſelf and his Coun- 
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th. 


XI. 


Againſt the Fomenters of Plots and 
Diſturbances, 


"P15 eaſic to make a Judgment 
from the foregoing Principles, 

what a great Deal they have to anſwer 
for, who by.that State-craft of pref 
ſing for Redreſs of Grievances, raiſe 
Stare Hurricanes, and by an unjuſti- 
fable Revyolr ſtir up ſuch Commori- 
ons as {omcrimes ſhatrer the Confti- 
te+£i0n, and (as our own Memories 
roo {adly can inform us) often entire- 
ly deface, and overturn it. When 
theſe dangerous Incendiarics firſt ſet 
out, the greateſt Sticklers for Refor- 
marion amongſt 'em, to awe the Go- 
vernment , take great pains to ſhew 
themſelves dilafteted , hoping that 
they ſhall be taken off by Court-Fa- 
yours, 
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yours, and gratified by profitable Em- 
—_— only for being tolerably 

neſt. Tis a falſe Step in the Poh- 
ticks, and an unwartantable Reach of 
Subcilty, which puts Men on ſuch 
ſharking Methods to mount + them- 
ſelves near the Helm; Experience tells 
us, that this Cunning is not crown'd 
with "Succeſs, but much otherwiſe ; 
8nd ' that more commonly the wild 
Purſuers draw down the Ruinous 
Conſequences on their own Heads, 
The Strength of theſe Reaſons, and 


above all, the Eagernels ro do our Du- 
ty, ought to oblige us conſtantly ro 
reject with Diſdain all ſuch Propoſiti- 
ons asare oppoſite to it, and to avoid 
even the Occaſions which mighe 
call our Fidelity in queſtion. 
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XII. 
The True Way to gain Eſteem: 


Here is nothing which ſweetens 
the Toil of Life fo well, as to 
know how to «win the Love of thoſe 
you converſe with. He that is a Ma- 
{ter of this Sort, can. {carce tread the 
| unſuccelsfully., becauſe the 
World is Crowded with his proteQ- 
ing. Friends: but you will ſay; how 
ſhall a Man get admiſſion to a Heart, 
which it is- (o difficult effeually re 
conquer? *'Tis not a Task fo infu- 
perable as you imagine; the. fitteſt 
Qualification to ſer up with, is Civili- 
ty ; it makes the Mind pliable, ready 
to embrace InſtruQtion, generally plea> 
ſing ; it takes off our _ 4 in 
oppoſing others, and makes us ſt 
ro all Humours, as far as the Obliga» 
| L100s/ 
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gions of our Duty will give leave ; 
Complaiſance , and the hnperdicns 
which it naturally makes in the Cir- 
cuit of our Life, repays us-with a 

lentiful Benevolence 1n the Receivers, 

incerity alſo has a great Stroke in 
engaging the Aﬀection and Truſt of 
thoſe we keep company with; provi- 
ded chat you do nor ſeparate this'Vir- 
rue from Prudence , 'and Diſcretion. 
A bountiful Te makes the Vidto- 

' ſtill more aſfured oyer another's 

ul; for at the very minute we cone 
ceive a' Man ſerviceable and friendly 
to us, we cannot ſhift off our In- 
clinations of loving kim before we 
know him; and his CharaQter, which 
we have alrcady begun to dreſs up 
with ſo many Advantages, wants no- 
thing but his Preſence to complete it. 
To theſe various Methods of acqui- 
ring Reſpet, we may add one which 
ſeems to comprehend all the reſt : 
Would you be beloved of others ? 
Shew them firſt the Example.your Paſli- 
41 and Value for them will ſtrangely 
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whet 'em to Imitation. The Sativ 
faction of being lovd is {o {weer, 
that you muſt loye irreſiſtably in your 
Turn, and make the Party who vcca- 
ſions it your Fayourite, Theſe are 
{ome of the general ways made uſe 
of by ſuch as would infinuate them» 
ſelves into the good Opinion of ©» 
thers. Moſt Men are remils in failing 
by this Compals, and then'tis no won» 
der,if ſo many daſh themſelves againſt 
the fatal Rocks. I do not ſet down the 
particular Means which may be made 
ule of to be riveted in the Love of 
Men ; this depends on their Ape, their 
Humour, the Poſture of their Afairs, 
and the diflerent Turns of their Un- 
derſtanding. I only add, that almoſt 
all have a blind fide, one domincering 
Paſſion, where, if you attack 'em, 
they lie open, and unguarded, and 
conlequently are quickly taken by 
{urprize ; bur as that very Paſſion is 
commonly exorbitant, no Man ought 
ro be ſuch a Coward as to flatter 'em 
where they are leaſt defencible, to gain 

{ome 
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ſome diſhononorable End we have to 
ſerve; for this would be to break 
through the Laws of Honor, found- 
ed on the Principles of Chriſtian Mo- 
rality, which could neyer countenance 
any wicked Means, tho it were to 
help forward the juſteſt Undertaking 
whatlocycr. 


XIII. 
Of High Birth and Reputation. 


T were much betrer for a Man of 
Quality to loſe his Life, rhan loſe 
his Honor by any reproachful Action; 
and the more 1lluſtriouſly he is de- 
ſcended , the more Guilt he derives 
upon himſelf if he degenerates from 
the Virtue of his Anceſtors: Great 
Wealth, Dignity, and being nobly 
Born, which cxalr the Mcrit of Per- 
ſons already in Eſtimation, only con- 
D 4 tribute 
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tribute to ſwell the Confuſion and 


Shame of choſe who have buried their 


Credit by the Repetition of their Ex- 
travagancies; how can ſo many Peo- 

le then-aſſume the Pretence of Qua- 
ty, when at the ſame time they are the 
Scandal of Chriſtianity, and at be- 
low the Worth of a M6deſt Man? 
Do they take their Honor to be an He- 
reditary Eſtate, and that the Glory of 
their Predeceſiors ſhall redound to 
their Advantage, fo long as they have 
Vices enough to cloud the others Im- 
mortaliry ; and- ( if it were poſſible by 
unhallowed Practices ) ro unembalm 
their Memories? True Noblenel(s , 
and real Grandeur has its Reſidence 
in the Soul; and if in any inſtance we 

ive Gentlemen the upper Hand of 

lebeians, 'tis becauſe we ſuppoſe 'em 
ſtock'd with -Endowments ſuitable £0 
their illuſtrious Original; a happy 
Mixture of Uprightneſs, Generolty, 
Courage, aQtual Bravery, conſpicuous 
Loyalty to their Prince, and hearty 
Zeal for their Countries Good, make 


up 
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up that glorious Compoſition, that di- 
ſtinguiſherh them from the Level of 
other Men. "Tis by the Practice of 
theſe Virtues that Men confeſs de- 
ceaſed Heroes out-done, that they rex 
commend rheir Pedi with more 
Advantage, and ourlhine the Luſtre 
of thoſe who lived before 'em. But 
then let 'emrefle, that their ſtanding 
is ſo tickliſh ar that heighth, that one 
ill Action is ſufficient to ruine a Cre- 
dir that has been building up many 
_ and what ill luck it is, that a 

an ſhould yu with a little Indies, 
only to take the Range of a Liberrine, 
and to ſurrender his Reaſon a Captive 
fo wild Paſſion; if young Gentlemen 
would but conſider how ſerviceable a 
fair- Reputation is ; doubtleſs, they 
"would be better Husbands of it, and 
not laviſh it away with ſuch a cuſto- 
mary Prodigality. Let 'em caſt their 
Eyes around ,: and fee if-any thing 
gives equal Accels to the good Graces 
of the Prince, 'tis this thar is the Inler 
to Adyancement both in Camp and 
Y | Court ; 


_- 


'ments that a Man without Honor can 
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Court ; 'tis this makes Merit ſterling, 
which is idolized every where. To 
conclude, tis this which begets Friends, 
and to which all contribute their Coun- 
tenance and Regards. 

Bur one who lies under the Scandal 
of Diſhoneſty , draws upon himſelf 
univerſal Hatred, and Contempt; he 
is fied from as a Peſt, -no y will 
entertain Converſation with him; he 
muſt not pretend to be a Fayourite of 
his Prince, or his Miniſters ; for who 
cares to prefer him whom he doth not 
valnc , but by conſequence ſuſpects 2 
So that there are no Gifts, no Employ- 


hope for, if he has a great Eſtate, per- 
haps ſome milerable Slaves to Intereſt 
will ſtick ro him, but he will never 
muſter one true Friend, but always 
{ee himſelf under a Sentence of Ba- 
C_ from the Society of Haneſt 

en. 


XIV. 
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XIV. 


Of the Choice of a Station m the 
World. 


$ hy chuſe precipitately that Con- 
dition of Life from which a Man 


is never to be divorced whilſt he breaths 
in this Lower Region , is an Action 
that has as much danger as weight in 
it, a Man ought not to come to a De- 
termination about it, till he has made 
the utmoſt Scrutiny into his own Incli- 
nations, his Abilities, the Suitableneſs 
of his Talents, and afterwards con- 
fider'd whether from the united Force 
of all theſe, he is capable to diſcharge 
all the Offices which the Profeſſion he 
would embrace, neceſſarily doth chal- 
lenge from him. And if he is ableto 
undergo the Fatigue and Pains thathe 
muſt encounter, if he will be faithful 
in 
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in the executing of it; "Tis good upon 
ſuch an occaſion, ro take along with 
ou the Thoughts of a diſcreet and 
owing Friend; pnyeil to him with 
Conkdence your moſt private Senti- 
ments in the Caſe. As the fixing up» 
on an Employment is the greateit Af- 
fair of a Man's Life, his firſt Care 
ought to be to conſult God abour it, 
to defire his Benevglent Concurrence ; 
for withour that Divine Direction, 'tis 
impoſlible ro fachom what Courſe of 
Life Providence has deſigu'd you to 
purſue. Every one ought to be very 
jealous of himſelf, and narrowly to 

obſerve the Tendency of his Dif 
ſition, becauſe 'tis to be feared the Li- 
centiouſneſs of the Age may influ- 
ence our Natural Genius to that De- 
, as to ſway it to enter upon this 
important Choice for bare Temporal 
Ends, without looking to the grand 
Point we have to negotiate, our Sal» 
vation. Be ſure, that Self-Love has 
no ſhare in any Reſolution you ſhall 
take in ſo nice a Junfture, But if af 
rer 
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ter having ſeannd duly all Circom- 
flances, you do notfind that God calls 
_you to another way of Living, you 
ought to acquieſce in that wherein you 
were bred. Bur to diſpoſe otherwiſe 
of himſelf without ſuch an Intimation, 
to make Vows, to change Profeſſions, 
and the Road of Life we have troden, 
is rather a fallacious Cure for Dif- 
contents, than any real promoting of 
a Man's Happineſs. When a Man 
xambles from one Eſtate to another, he 
riſques a great Deal by the Change, ar 
leaſt if he doesnot doit by the known 
Rules of ayowed Wiſdom. Be very 
wary therefore in changing your Pro- 
feſſion, for a fooliſh Whim, or to 
footh a weak Paſſion ; ſuch an Alrera- 
tion ſeldom proves happy; bur is of- 
ten followed by a. Long Repentance, 
if Reaſon enlighten'd by Faith doth 
not judge it both neceſſary and adyan- 
rageous 


XV. 
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XV. 


To be Yigilant, Intent, and Labo- 
F101, 


F a Man would do a Thing well, 
let' him ſpare no Application to 
Complete it; for if we fee Men of 
the beſt parts ( after all the Sedulir 
| and Drudging you can imagine ) mil- 
carry in the finiſhing of what they had 
projected, what Succeſs can a ſlender 
Wit expe&, rhat is Loitering and La» 
Zy in the Purſuir? When a Man 
. puſhes at Advancement in the World, 
a thouſand Rubs encounter him in the 
Road, no Man ever aim'd at a Triums« 
Chariot, but thoſe who envied 
im, would be ſure always to clog the 
Wheels. What is more common 
than to (ce Rivals juſtling to get that 
Poſt they ſce others aſpiring ro? They 
that 
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that are before do all they" can to clip 


the Wings of ſuch as are fluttering to 
mount; and they that follow a Riling 
Man, leſt they ſhould lag a little be- 
hind, make the {wiftclt Efforts to 
overtake him ; . rhey that go along 
with him labour to out-run him: 
Now how is it poſſible to defeat all 
theſe Enemies, without ſummoning 
all our Warine(s to aſſiſt us? Beſides, 
we live in an Age that will not be 
put off with what our Fore-Fathers 
would have digeſted ; nothing but 
what is excellent , and ſuperlatively 
fine in its kind, will engage the Af- 
fetions of thoſe we have ro do with ; 
any thing that is bur indifferent, is ei- 
ther thrown back with Diſdain, or ar 
moſt bur very coldly received. Now 
let a Man have never fuch a rowring 
Genius, *tis almoſt impoſſible toarrive 
at PerfeQtioninany thing withour an ex- 
treme Study for the Maſtery; 'tis there 
fore an impotent Flattery of ones (elf, 
to conceive one canſtart up a ropping 
Man, unleſs he be tenaciouſly - 

{olv'c 
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Gly'd to take 2 great Deal of Pains 
for the Character. 
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XVI. 
of the Firſt Undertakings. 


»T1S 2 common Maxim, bur of 
| great Uſe, that a Man ought 
to lay a good Foundation before he 
attempts to erect any Building , {0 
that he may ward himſelf againſt Re- 
it a Miſcarriage ſhould hap» 
pen. A Man ought to rally all his For- 
ces, that he. may nor be baffled-in his 
firſt Enterprizes. . 'Tis generally ob- 
Furoony that 2a rs _ Forrune, 
Reputation are flouriſhing in 
—_— his Succeſs . at hi Get ſer 
_—_ If he be unſucce(sful art the 
ſtep, his Judgment is call'd in 
gualtion; and. 'tis Py imputed 
his want of Conduct, ſo that rhey 
are 


EEP=H9 


>» 


SGOEPESET 


of Parſons of Duality. - 49 


are jealous of truſting him a ſecond 
time with any ment conlider- 
able enough to give him an © "_ 
nity to ſignalize himſelf; for inſtance, 
iache Army ſuch a bot-beaded young 
Fellow fought unſeaſonably at ſuch 4 
place, undoubtedly his Raſhneſs would 
diſappoint that hopeful Deſign we 
have in hand : "Tis much more eli- 
ible tro give the Command to one 
| has more Diſcretion to execute 
it, when all this while the forward 
T Was __ _— he _ 
chargeable wir Fault they 

lay Aa ham, he behav'd himſelf like 
a good Officer, all is one, if he miſ{- 
ſes his firſt Aim, that ſhall juſtifie his 
Accuſation of Imprudeace. , Now 
ſince the World is unjuſt enough ſome- 
times to condemn even thoſe who are 
Innocent, what Pardon will there be 
allow'd to thoſe who misbehave them- 
ſelves the firſt rime they are em- 
ploy'd The Impreſſions that are made 
early, laſt ſo long, that a young 
Geritleman can't be roo ſallicitous to 
E begirt 
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begin well All will conjeQure, by the 
early Budding, how you will flouriſh 


afterwards. 


XVII. 


Which is the beſt Way to gain the 
Eſteem of Princes and Great Men, 


2 IS as Glorious to purchaſe our 


Sovereign's Applauſe by fine 
Actions, as 'tis ſhameful to entirle our 
ſelves ro his Smiles, by ſneaking 
Compliances and mean Flarteries : 
A Gentleman ar Court ought to 
bear up his Character with Honor, 
nor to let any Intereſt our-{way 
the Obligations he has, to. do no- 
thing unworthy of his Quality. 
He that would ſerve Perſons in this 
exalted Sphere, mult give larger Te- 
ſtimonies of his Deference to, and his 
Regards for 'em; he oughr plainly a 
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ull off the Diſguiſe from | thoſe 
Fruchs which others maſque, and of 
which it is of exceeding Moment they 
ſhould be informed ; but yer it is to 
be done with ſuch Care, and duriful 
Reſpect, that it may ſeem to be no- 
thing but the ſincere Product of 
Standard-Allegiance : He that adheres 
to this Management, falls very rarely 
in Diſgrace, , mr his Actions come 


mend themſelves ; 'tis true ,, ſome- 
times Plain-dealing is offenſive ; yet 
when 'tis accompanied with Reve- 
rence, and a due Mixture of Dif 


cretion, and has alſo a ſolid Virtue 
for -its Baſis, Princes and Great Men, 
who have an innate Generoſity, will 
cheriſh ir more than you would 
imagine. But fulſom Flatteries are 
their Averſion, they deſpiſe thoſe who 
are guilty of 'em, as ſordid Souls, 
who will ſtick at no Baſeneſs, if there- 
by they may preſerve their preſent For- 
tune, or mend it: Princes know 
exactly to diſtinguiſh an Honeſt Man, 
on whom they may with Secariry re- 

E £ ly, 
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, from a fa Courtier who has 
y Mt. \ that 


2 

bar rb abonr when his is in 
danger. 'Tis a-wrong Courſe then 
N ire the —_—_ Great 

en ing in ence, 
and humouring Bom with the 
Acts of Serviliry. A Man who plai 

honors *erm ,- 4nd ſerves 'em when 
"wen is offer'd; but who s-down- 
right, ſincere, and whoſe Duty no 
Conſideration Gn ſeparare from his 
Priticiples, pleaſeth 'em berrer , and 


they will more readily prefer him. 


Of the Advantages of true Friend- 
[hip. 


M 3. Erhinks one bp doe wine 
Bleſling of a 
if he docs but conſider 
one. nk of that Man who is 
New'd af all he is cven an Exile in 
hi own wo be lapped ty 
t need to 
Cot an Alan as 
e to 
erm gh revive his Hopes, or calm 
his Fears; if. any” gaod Luck befals 
him , it alters the Cate bur a very 
lictle ; for the Senſe that no. Body 1s 
a Sharer with him in it, frrallows 
up the part of the ſatisfaction: 
and if he be out of Favour, 'rtis more 
rn evo; the gges, Penne 
wu, 
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he is over-loaded with a Burthen 
which it requires more than. one to 
ſtand under ; bur a faithful Friend is 
Co-partner with us both in Joy and 
Grief, he makes us ecafic in our Dil- 
contents, raiſerh our rate Cou- 
rage, and like a Man of Honor ſtakes 
down his own Credit -and Eſtate to 
make our-tottering Fortune ſteddy, 
The interpoſing 'of a Friend's... Coun- 
{el makes the Current of our Afﬀairs 
glide more ſmoothly ; his ſtaid Advi- 
cos oblige us to rectific what is amifs 
in our , and blameable in our 
Deportment. Burt withour enumerq- 
ting any more of the, good Offices we 
arc indebted for to a Friend, how-ex- 
tremely taking is the Pleaſure that a- 
rifeth from Friendſhip barely fo called } 
"Tis certainly one of the higheſt Con- 
tentments of Life ro Love, and be 
Beloved.' ' Nothing is {6 agreeable as 
this Union of the Wills, and that 
Harmony - of the Sentiments as is al- 
ways found berwixt rwo true Friends. 
What is there more charming, than 
| | that 
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that Reciprocal and undiſgniſed Inter- 
changing of one anothers moſt retired 
Thoughts? And yer all I have faid, 
is bur an im Repreſentation of 
the ere NY of true Friend- 
ſhip ; our Expreſſions are too flat and 
pinion'd, we cannot riſe hi 
nough to deſcribe _ and no 

can ſpeak pertinently of 'em who 
has ox loyd a Friend to an exalted 
Pit 


Of the Choice of a Friend. 


T HE Advantages of a well mean- 
ing Friendſhip are not {o con- 
ſiderable but that the Hazards to 
which a falſe Friend expoſerh us, are 
as great ; for beſides that in ſome ſort 
we are made accountable for his Er- 
rors, he engageth us'in perplex'd Af 
fairs, and involves us in the lame Mis. 
E 4 fortunes 
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fortunes he has drawn by | 
himſelf; 'tis therefore of great 
equence niot tg contra Friendſhip 
bur with 4 Man who has the neceffary 
Qualifications of a ſtanch Friend ; che 
chiefeſt and moſt eſſencial of 'em is 
den Frendibip is bor "of 
eft ip is a Rope of 
Sand ; there is hs ocher Tye fuſe 
to pfevent a Diflolution of it ; rhe jar- 
ring and contrarierty of the Paſſions will 
quickly diſunite ſuch as only Intereſt 
holds together, or ſome other Morive 
yet more pernicious: Bur 'tis requiſite; 
that the Friend we pirch upon, beſides 
Piety, be ſtored with Wiſdom, and a 
ſharp inſight into things; for that, with- 
out Prudence,will not do his Buſineſs in 
the World ; let his Soul be ſoft, . provi- 
ded, that it be ſtedfaſt and gallant the 
fame time-; ' let him be courteous, 
modeſt, and of a frank Temper, with 
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mending ries, we. ſhall neyer 
think our ſelves well match'd but with 
a Friend of this Character; and a 
Friendſhip {o well ferrled, will mighti- 
ly advance our own Happineſs; but 
is there ſuch a Rarity to be found ? . 1 
confels, 'ris difficult ro find {> many 
Accompliſhments concentred m a 
ſingle Perſon; after all, if he be nor 
wholly k, his Converſation 
will much Þ our Minds ; if we 
find in his Soul a plentiful Diſtriby- 
tion of Piety, Diſcretion, Civility, and 
Conſtant Actendance on bis Duty, we 
mult reſolve ro pals over the other 
concomitant ImperteQtions; for as we 
are not without ours, and are defirous 
to meet - with the charitable Con» 
ſtruction of others, 'ris bur Juſtice 
that in our Turns we ſhould have ſome 
lod for the ſmall Efcapes/ of 
Friends, when there is fo much ſuper» 
abundant Mcris in other Inſtances 
that adds a Luſtre to all they do. 


XX, 


Of the Good, and WW Uſe of 


Time 


"T Here is no way fo certain to ar- 
rive at Tranquilliry in this Life, 
and to aſſure our Happineſs in the 
next, /as a thrifry Employment of our 
Time; wherefore, in my Opinion, 
this rr va A Man — 
u ; roportion it to 
Prof & has [ o- World, and 
the Condition he deſigns ro embark 
in; he muſt chuſe firlt wiſely what 
he will Read, and then do it methodi- 
cally; let him meditate at his leiſure ; 
and as he ſhould dotre on Truth, let 
him follow it through all Diſpuiles. 
Let him converſe often wich the Learn- 
ed, \dive into Men in general, and 
hunſelf in particular, and acquaint 
humlelf 
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himſclf exactly with the Buſineſs he de- 
to follow ; and when he is once en- 


rer'd, ler him diſcharge his Obligations 


exactly ; bur as (i ed rnd 
upon good Principles) we cannot pro- 
miſe our Ha to be well ground- 
ed, our | Care ol ro be 
to love God, to ſerve him in a faith- 
ful Current of Duty, to bring all our 
Actions to that Teſt whether they do 
ſer forward his Glory. They who 
ſpend their Time fo, never are tired, 
but live ih the greatelt Sedarenels; 
they fill their Minds with abundance 


of uſeful and entertaining Knowledge, 


which farisfaRtorily buties 'em when 
they are alone, which makes 'em ſer- 
viceable to their Country, which tends 
o poliſh their Manners , and dire& 
their Afﬀairs, and procures all Perſons 
of Merit to be their Advocates : bur 
they thac immerle themſelves in 
Pleaſures, and lay 'alide their uſeful 
Endeavours, and commendable La- 
bour, fall even below Scorn : \as theſe 


| People for rhe molt part are (o funk 


into 


the Path of Life, and reſolve ta 
do nothing for God, the publick, or 
themſelves. Let us not be im r 


to this heighth, ro commit a Fault of . 


this _— as to be irreparable, 
and which will eatail on us arecernal 
Repentance, XXL. 
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To Speak Little, and Hear 0: 
thers. 


Men have a mighty Fancy to 
be admir'd in Company ; 
love to unload all their Store at once, 
and to lay their Underſtandings naked 
on the Stage, and bur ro hear 'em is 10 
tickle their Vanity ; fo thar if you be 
filent, and ſeem to devour what 
fay , you will infallibly ſtrike 'em 
in the Right Vein; for he that en- 
ſeth Diſcourſe looks on thoſe he 
heaks to, as Pupils that fit for In- 


on: Theſe Talkative Animals 


are to be ſhunnd, and left in thoſe 
Clouds to which they raiſe themſelves, 
becauſe you will be worn out with 
their long Twittle Twarttle, with their 
nauſcous Tautologies, and the lamen- 
table 
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table Traſh they are drawn to at laſt tg 
keep on vexing: A Man of Wit, and 
who knows Men, and who ſubmirs to 
the Pennance to hear what they ſay, 
ſpeaks ſeldom, but always to the pur- 
pole, and eſpecially is very reſerv'd in 
Determination on nice Subjects, 
So that concealing his own. Sentiment, 
if Prudence will not permit him to 
declareit, and Decency doth not- 
e him to't, he "ul the Rex cb 
, he can oaks a Ju 
the Depth of their Underltanding, 


and thereb by gets clear of thoſe Ck 


which boiſterous and over-haſty Talks 
ers run themlelyes upon. 
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XXII. 
Of Duels. 


1s range, that the horrid Cy- 
* ſtom of fighting Duels has con- 
tinued ſo long in France: What 2 


Madneſs is it to cut one another's 
*Throats for ſome private Quarrel, and 


moſt commonly for - the +yerieſt Tri- 
fles? One cannot without Aſtoniſh- 
menr obſerve the Iflue of theſe inhn- 


man Practices; he that rages to this 
/beighth, loſes all his Eſtare, is forced 


to quit his Native Country, to be ba- 
niſh'd for ever from his deareſt En- 
joyments, he hazards his Life in -the 
Scuffle, if he overcomes; for what 
his Adverſary leaves, the Scaffold 


' takes, and to make him completely 


miſerable, if he falls in the Rencoun- 


ter, his Soul is ſacrific'd to his Paſſion; 


+ Þut 
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bur ſome will ſay, 'tis to preſerve his 


Honor, that he his Perſo 
at this Rate: A Pretence as wicked as 
'tis falſe. How dare Men then where 
Chriſ aq Profeſſed fer this Plea 
on Foot, that they ave repairing Ho- 
nor, at the ſame Minute when 

violate the moſt eminent, and 


jndripenſable of all bther Duties 
= =_ ge Man 
uaced , c "ras glorious £9 
es hbOcders of laPrnce, as 
he believe, 4 if he be not our of his 
Wits) that it is a Wound to his Re 
jon to fullfl the Law of the 

ing of Kings; and for his ſake $0 
fiftc Reſermrments that are often ſo un+ 


gnS1n France, 
very well underftands inwhat rrue Bra- 


It with hisEdiqs can be as 
impenetrable as a Rock, where ana 
. rew 
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drew immediately for fatisfaction; 


ind he -cither himſelf determines the 
Compenſation for the Injury, or. tran 
mits 'em to ſuch } as {o ten- 
derly guard Honor , that the Afronc 
is ſure to be repaid with an adequate 
Puniſhment ; ſo that thoſe who do ,not 
take their own Revenge, are ſecure 
from Inſults, fince their Prince is Gua- 
ranty to chaſtize the A ; be- 
ſides, all wife Men will allow their 
Condud the beſt, who can {mother 
their Senſe of Wrongs, when God and 
their King com them to repel the 
Paſſion: For they know that he who 
delivers himſelf over rb his Choler, 
and is funk into the Extravagance of 
Revenge, does a thing thar taſtes.roo 
much of the Brute ; but he who keeps 
the Reins ſtrict over his headſtrong 
Paſſions ; ſhews that he is of the 
trueſt Merttle, and gives the moſt con- 
vincing Proofs of a great Soul. Is 
there any farther need to urge more 
Reaſons to let you into the Senſe of 


the- Crime, and Stupidiry of thoſe 


F Sparks 
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—_— who dare yet revive Duels, 
are near already hifs'd of 
the Stage ? no Man then imitate 
theſe 'raſh- Fops, bur ler the ſad Re- 
flection, that fo many Gallant Men 
I = 

rhcte [f , 
joking. back ro the danger to which 
they thereby expoſe themſelves, ſtop 
the mad Carier of fuch as are impetu» 
hurried by Boiling Choler, of 
Red-Hot Rove, and prevent their 


bet pi into thoſe number- 
(eG Mizforunes, which naturally at- 
rend theſe unjuſtifiable Actions. 
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X XI. 


To give Miniſters of State the Ho- 
" ors which are due to "em. 


FT? Crouch meanly before Court- 
Favourites, and to idolize thoſe 
who arc the Darlings of the People, 
is too (ervile an Ofnce for Mankind ; 
to deſpiſe-them is a peice of Stateli- 
nels not to be juſtified;, ro upbraid 
them with Milmanagement is a dan- 
__ Fool-hardinels, {ince thereby a 
an may provoke their Reſentment, 
and expole- himſelf to all the dire 
Eftects of it, which we have the 
more Reaſon to fear, becaule ir is in 
their reach ſo caſily to cruſh their Ad- 
yerſaries. Betwixt theſe vicious Ex- 
tremes there is a middle way to ſteer, 
which is to pay all rhe Deference and 
Reſpect which Perſons of Quality can 
2 realonably 
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reaſonably expeR to thoſe who are 
the Diſpenſers of a Prince's Favours, 
who divide his Cares, and ſweeten 
the Toils which attend a Crown. *Tis 
no leſſening to a Man of Birth, to 
endeayour to gain their good Will, 
and not toſlight the Advantages which 
he may reap from their ProteQtion, 
vided that ir be not purchaſed 
y an ing of himſelf. But if a 
Man has receiv'd any Inſtance of their 
BenefaRtion, the Laws of Honor obs 
lige him to ſhew all the opporrune 
Acknowledgments, where they do not 
and do not run counter to an invio- 


lable Allegiance. 
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XXIV. 
Of the Love of Pleaſures. 


'J Uccc are People in the World 
who ſo. eagerly abandon them- 
felves to their own ſenſual Satisfacti- 
ons, that the Conſideration of their 
Health is no reſtraint to 'em; for 
whether ir be ar wngh=y, x5 th Im- 
ring or Ruining of it, will 
parſe their Debauch. Whar Title 
ye ſuch to Chriſtianity, who, to 
ihe diſorderly Paſſions, will vio- 

e all the SanQions of their Religi- 
on? What Pretence have they to 
my , that rather than b A- 
bridg'd of a Pleaſure, will have it at 
the coſt of over-leaping all the Boun- 
daries which Reaſon has preſcribd? 
k it not a Nick-name to call 'em Men, 


when by their culpable Extravagance 
F 3 they 
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they depreciate themſelyes, and ſink” 
into the Form of Brutes, and by has 
ving leſs Command of themlelves 
than other Animals, they are in ſome 
ſorr inferior to the vileſt Beaſts, whom 
Nature hath inſtruted to, graſp no 
more than is neceſſary to their Preſer- 
vation. That we may not fall into 
{ch Diſorders, let us uſe diſcreetly, 
and without vchemence ,. ſuch Pleas 
ſures as refin'd Reaſon and the Divine 
Law have indulg'd us. Let us not be 
wedded to ſuch flitring and vain ones, 
as haye no Tendency to make us hap» 
pY ; bur let us rather diſpoſe the juſt 
uſe of 'em to the Glory of God, 
which is our end, {o- we ſhall entire! 
fave three conſiderable Things whi 
Debauchery would wreſt from us; 1 
mean the Purity of, our Souls, our 
wodlly Health, and the uncontroll'd 
Freedom of our Minds. 


 XXV, 


—— 


To Study Himſelf. 


CElbFLove always turns the Tables 
on the Side, every one 
{crews up his own Price, _—— 
nighry of Reprelenting icts. 4 
er Value on himſelf than he has. 

is true, what therefore muſt be 
done to obviate it, there is no ſuch 
way as to ſtudy our Selyes, -thar 
is to lay, to examine ſtritly, and 
without any Biaſs; this Enquiry lets 
us ihto the Character of our Under- 
ſtanding, the Diſpoſition of our Mind, 
and this Scrutiny is of very great uſe 
to us, it aſſiſts us to all Intents and 
Purpoſes, to make the beſt of our En- 
dowments, to reQtific our ill Inclina- 
tions, to ſtrip us of our Vices, and to 
advance our Virtues. We fay, ſuch 
F 4 an 


72 The | True  Conduft 


an one would be a very fine Gentley 


man, and would riſe apace in the 
World, if he had not one Fault 


that he is not {enſihle of, uſe he 


neyer looks at ,home to ſee what is 
out of Order there. We oughtalſoto 
reflect with Precaution upon our 
Actions, but eſpectally on thoſe we have 
already done, that we ma — 
ſhew betrer Steerage; upon thoſe 
we are to ſet about, that they ay be 
decently circumſtantiated, and all re- 
vengeful After-claps may be avoided, 
It coſts dear ſometimes to give way to 
a Paſſion, or a Crotcher, and an unſea- 
{onable Omiſſion, or a mere 


inconvenes us afterward with a tedious 


Repentance ; 'ris yet of rhe higheſt 
ule to pry into every Ones Good or 
Bad Deeds ; 'tis good to keep a Mo- 
del of ſome Mens Diſcretion in our 
View, and where others have been 
ſhipwrack'd, may well reach us not to 
{ail on the {ame Coaſllt. 


XXVI, 
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XXVI. 


To Converſe with Wiſe Men, of Great 
Abilities, 


Hen we firſt appear in the 

World, an Ignorance as 
found, as 'tis onivertal lies by 6a 
the Cradle; the Studies which employ 
win our Youth, diſlipate in fome 
meaſure rhoſe Clouds which clog our 
Underſtanding ; afterwards we creep 
into Knowledge by Cuſtom, and weim- 
bibe a few Notions which are (crvice- 
able ro make our Conduct Regular; 
bur the Stock we take in.is {o ſcanty, 
that it is not adequate to the Ocra- 
fions of a Man of Quality, who is to 
move in a higher Orb; how much. 
Speculative Knowledge does he want, 
beſides what more immediately con- 
cerns his Profeſſion, in Morality, Hi- 
ſtory, 
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ſtory, and the Politicks ? 45 
gti: as 

nr bike vie is molt [* 
his Advantage, and moſt ſuitable wi 
the whole Courſe of his Aﬀairs, wh: 
wary, —mred 7g arrive ayer 
on? He muſt keep company wit 
- who are pore nn in chal rag 
ris requiſite to have a judicious Tutor 
by him, who by long and unwearied 
Endeavours, has waded into the - 


hs of Learning for he has ſepa} 
—_ Traſh of it, and will inſt 
ſibly ſcatrer in his Occaſional Addreb 
ſes- into his Pupil's Mind all the re- 
fin'd and neceſſary Treaſure that ey 
Science locks up. A Great Man wi 
this Management can never fail to 
—_ his Country ſucceſsfully, and 

gain the _— of Applauſe: for 

his Soc Society with the Virtuoſo's, the 
Men of Las, and the moſt Ay 
mi _—_—_ the Age _ ad- 
mit him ro be unaccomp in an 

. And as he adorns his Mind 
with the Flowers he collects from ſuch 
as 
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asarc ſingular in their ſeveral Profe- 
, When it- beſt ſerves his purpoſe, 
he appears a © perſuaſive Orator, a 
: rofl ſharp Philoſopher, an intelligent Law- 
at yer, an obſerving Stateſman, and an 
þ d Captain: In a Word, one 
extremely able ro ſurprize the Vul- 
gar, and takingly to atfeR the Learn- 
ed. 
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XXVII, 
To bave Variety of. Friends. 


AM ongſt all the Maxims of true 
true Policy, this is none of the . 
leaſt _ A your a Courtier , or 
one who lives amaid{t Berſons of 

lity, wants a thouſand different Props 
tw bear him up in the World : good 
Counſels in the firſt place , how to 
manage himicif with Diſcretion, the 
Advices of a fincere Friend ro-reQifie 


his 
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his Errors, fome Glittering Metal 
defray his neceſſary Expences, Fave 
to lead him up to Preferment, or 
ſecure him in the 'Continuance « 
what he has; a Man ought to: con 
tra Friendſhip with thoſe who ha 
the Knack to make him Gay when he 
is ſowr'd, that"can ſupport him whey 
he is over-born with Diſgraces, th 
can remove his Fears when the Lo 
is moſt anxious, he muſt have other 
to commend his Deſert, and ſtill more 
ro inform him of the Deſigns of his 
Enemies, to fide _ o_ againſt 
their Stratagems, and ſteadily ro h 
him m his own Underakings Am 
"tis Y | for one linplc 
{on —_ all this ; for tho he had he 
Will, often it will nor fall within the 
Compals of his Power ; 'tis therefore 
nece to have Friends of all ſorts, 
but ſuch as are branded withthe in 
famous Note of Diſhoneſt. Where one 
Friend is deficient in Aſſiſtance, ano» 
ther may ſupply it,and that which each 
in particulars not able to cfiec, _ l 
unit 
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united Application will. eaſily accom- 
pi When I ſay that a Man muſt 
different kinds of Friends, I 
WE 
Of a n of ech- 
ons with abundance, I mean no more 
16 than that a Man ought tro make it his 
& Buſineſs by fair and obliging 
and hows all by his readineſs to do 
any Civil Office, to gain the Love of 
thoſe he converſes with, ſo that in 
Exigence he may confide' in 'em, 
and not be lurch'd of their Kindneſs 
when he moſt wants it. 


LTE—— 


XXVIIL 
Of Great Deſigns. 


Reat Projets are commonly {6 
dangerous, and ripen with ſuch 
there is - ſuch a Genius, 

fuck a ſuitable Capacity , {o much 


Pru dence 
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Prudence and Reſolution Lube 
bring 'em to  marurity, 
ohly extraordinary Men _— 
ceed in'em to arrive at that glori 
Undauntedneſs, which 'is cipecia 
needful in thele hazardous Occaſie 
and which not only ariſeth from t 
' of Reaſon, but from a 1 
rural Diſpoſition for it ; a Man'oug 
timely to fortific himſelf with tha 
Armour, that he can fiand the Shock 
of Danger, and defie it; that he uf 
not to be frighten'd with any ZHerc 
ſtanding in his way ; nor diſcouragd 
by any Accidents which come athwart 
him; a Man thus prepared, is ready 
when he is call'd forth to ſome great 
Action : For inſtance, to Replace a 
Crown that has been wreſted from the 
Head of a Lawful Sovercign, to 
Reſtore a Diſhonor'd Religion, or to 
deliver a Groaning Country from 
its Shackles, he has Vigour cno p 
to conceive, drive on, and execute 4 
Deſign that has ſuch a Latitude of Ges | b 
___. Hiſtory affords us _ a 
Proo 
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we diſpirited with Fear, and dwindled 
inro an univerſal Conſternation, one 
brave Fellow, who is fearleſs, and has 
comperent Mixture of Prudence with 
his Courage, may rally a deſponding 
Army, revive drooping Communities, 
nF quicken their ſhrunk/and dying Hopes, 
IF extirpare State-Locuſts, iS able not only 
I toferrle abſent Peace, and to ſurround 
«ay a Kingdom with irs old Tranquillicy, 
gd but alſo ro augment irs Glory, and fe 
once again a Terrour to its IS. 
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the : XXIX. 

To Aﬀett Nothing. 


OM 
no FfeQarion is ſo far from ſetting off 
2 4 the Luſtre of Beauty, that i a-- 
36 | bates irs Charms; and perſons who 
zl J are otherwiſe handiom, by this auk- 

, wardly 
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wardly Air proye always difagrecable 


why thould” People conſtrain theme 
felves to pleaſe, Graces are not I; 
Flowers that will thrive in any 
where you would haye 'em; 'ris caſie 
Nature that , gives 'em Being, and in 
ſpight of that'ris fruitleſs ro expe 'er 
Asthe Eyes of the Mind are morc acute 
and delicate than thoſe of the Body, lo 
the leaſt ſhadow of Aﬀecation obſcun 
and impairs 'em, and nothing agree 
with'em {o much as what appears with 
our Ornament, eaſe, unforc'd, and i 
artificial ; a Man-muſt follow his Gem 
us, -and never depart from it : 'tis thi 
which improves the Pleaſure we' mee 
with in converſing with ingenic 
Men ; ſome haye a great ſhare of 
lid Judgment ; others have \rprizing 
Strokes of excellent Wit; others there 
are who invite our Reſpe&t by the 
Softneſs of their Addreſs; other 
ſteal away our Souls by their oy 
and Jovial Humour: And if all t 
that are Maſters ' of ſo many good 
Qualities, ſhould go out of _ | 
| R 
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"F Road to offer at thoſe they are unac- 
uainted with , under pretence that 
ey __ agree better | with 'em, 
would go a way in making 

| nmkeives Edicolous ler therefore 
* WS eyery one keep the Character which 
ſuits him, with aſſurance, that he will 
uy ceaſe ro pleaſe thar' very moment he 
& its it, ro uſurp another which he 
SF . docs not underſtand ; not that it is 
 imptoper to hide any Deformiries in 
'Body or Mind; and if it be poſſible ro 
make 'em ' paſſable, at leaſt, thoſe of 
the Mind, but no Man ſhould go in 
eſt of artificial Ser-offs, which, 

when they are obtain'd, will ſtill look 
unnatural, ſirice 'tis certain , that eye» 
{ hn is ſo much the leſs lovely, 
more pains they take to appear fo. 

ry This holds equally in Virtues, where 
uf Afecation in 'em deſtroys all their 
Bf Charms, and blaſts the whole Merit 


v they pretend to. 


_ 
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To know what will take with the 
Age. | 


HO Men in all Times agree in 
many Things, yet they widely 

ifter 1n many others; there is a Vt 
ſible Difference berwixt ours, and our 
Anceſtors Way of Living. If any one 
will give himſelf the Trouble to make 
the Compariſon, we may ſec an old 
Courtier, that was a Complete Maſter 
in the Art of treading Court-Mazes, 
who now would be much perplex'd co 
know how to demean hi ; ta 'ris 
with Courts under divers Rcigns, as 
tis in Comedies,, Love and Ambition 
fir out the great CharaQters of the 
Stage, uy the Intrigues of both are 
manag'd with great Variety ; the He» 
roes and the Milk-ſops do not fight 
and whine the ſame way ; ſo Ambi- 


tion, 
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tion, Love, and other Paſſions haunr 
Courts ſtill, bur they are not now to 
be manag'd the ſame way they were 
heretofore': Beſides as the People thar 
are now in that Labyrinth are more 
ſly and ſubtle, new: Tricks" muſt be 
tryd to fathom 'em; we muſt ſtudy 
- Cuſtoms, the Ways, and the Di- 

ition of our ,. not thereby ro 
gran our ey Ta, » but ra- 

to take . cage Care of our Ug> 
derſtandings, that they may know how 
to ſhape themſelves to the preſent Po- 


ſture of Things, to unravel the hid- 


den Clues which lead the Perſons we. 
have to do with; and laſtly, to di 
cover which are the neareſt Ways to 
In every Bodies Favour, and fo 
Point we are deſirous to obtain. 
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XXXl1. 


To know how to be well Employed 
when we are alone. 


HE Averſion which Men en- 

tertain for Solitnde , is moſt 
commonly an Indication eirher of rhe 
,  Narrowneſs of the Underſtanding, or 
of d d Manners, and yet there 
are whole Shoals in the World which 
are tir d downright with theprivacy of 
one half hour ; their Timelics upon 
their Hands, they are difquieted, 
and fretring, and even drown'd in ſor- 
row, being a Burthen to themſelves ; 


but Men who are well weighed, di-' 


{poſe of every Minute of their. Time 
to Advantage, and are never buſic to 
more purpole,- than when they are a- 
lone; *tis then they form the Schemes 
which do 'em moſt good; they ſcan 
with Niceneſs the Particulars they are 

to 
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to ſet abour ; they pitch upon the like- 
lieſt way to ſerve their Friends, and to 
defend 'em from rhe Atracks of their 
Enemies , to ((_0s o_ — 
kings, comme to diſcharget 
Duries. To — tis then thar 
beſtow a thouſand needful Re- 
1008 on their own Conduct,and'o- 
ther Mens; and if there be any over- 
. plus time, they make uſe of ir to read 
ks, which- inſtrut and divert ar 
the ſame moment; or they faſten u 
ſome ingenious and noble Art, or t 
ſingle out that Science they delight 
in, ahd poliſh ir; Experience daily 
acquaints us what a Fund of Life we 
provide, when.we wiſely diſpoſe of 
our vacant Hours ; for my part, I do 
aſſure you , as the -Practice- of this 
Maxim highly vindicates our Condud, 
ſo 'tis a main Pillar on which our Hap» 
pinels does relic. 


6 The True Conduft 


—_ 


 XXXlV.L 
Not to Judge of Aftions by the Event. 


—__—— 


is ſo us'd to play the Jil, 


” that ſhe has often batfled the beſt 
concerted Deſigns, but rhen ſhe can» 


not" pillage us of che Glory of havitig - 


taken prudearial Methods to ſucceed ; 
'tis eno' for an able Man,chat he has 6- 
mitted nothing which might reaſona- 
bly conduce ro bring his Enterprize to 
a good Iſſue; and then a lucky Hit, or 
a Miſcarriage ſhould neither cram 

nor amplifie that Commendation which 
he deſerves. I confets the Humour of 
the World runs violently 'the other 
way; for if a Man's Sails be fill'd 
with Succeſs, then he ſhall be vogu'd 
for a Man of Condud; bur if he is 
once ſtranded by a Diſappointment, 
- he ſhall never ger off the Ignominy : 
; They ,© whoſe Reach is ſo ſhallow 
that it trikes no farther than the Sur- 
| face 
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face of Things, are led away by the 
bare Impreſſions of Senſe; bur Men of 
corret Judgments are not thus 'im- 
pos'd on, being taught by Experience 
that Aceidents often break rhe juiteſk 
Meaſures ; they can diſtinguiſh nicely 
what ſhare uncertain Forrune has in an 
Action, and where it is that Prudence 
ve Birth, and DireRtion to it : Some 
en will hunt after Reputation in the 
ready Road to loſe it, they will com- 
mit intolerable Blunders in rheir Con- 
trivance, and yet by Chance-Medley, 
t thro' 'em, when at the ſame time 
time others ſhall lay as hopeful 
Schemes as if they were overcharged 
. with Wiſdom, and yet can borrow no 
Sueceſs to recommend 'em. Never- 
theleſs 'tis ten to one, if he, who 
keeps clear of Rocks, and gers ſafe in- 
to Port, be not only applauded, but 
advanc'd, tho it was the moſt unad- 
viſed ring to run into the Mouth of 
ſo much ; bur let a Man have 
never {o much perſonal Worth, that it 
riſes very near Veneration, and ſends 
G 4 abroad 
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abroad but one abortive Iſlue of Bi 
Brain, the ill-naturd World 
ſnatches up Prerenſions of wr 4: o 
" NegleR, hey to worry and de- 
your his Credit. So partial are the 
maſt of Men, as to approve thar 
which pught to be hs 5 mn'd, and 
where they ſhould be eminently favou- 
rable, there to lay the moſt frow 
Sentence, yer, let not any nn 


ed Cenſure be big eno* to damp our | 


Courage, but rather, wheri we recur 
to the Teſtimony of our own Con- 


ſcience, and in Conjunction with this, * 


find, that thoſe who do not run with a 
Bia(s, put an equitable Conſtruction 
on our Actions, and beyond all this, 
that there is an indiſpenſable Submif 
fon due-to the Will of God, who or- 
ders, or permits all that befalls us; ler 
us rally amidſt all Oppreſſion, ſmile 
under the Cloud, } be more than 


Conquerors over an inhoſpitable Race 
of Wou'd-be-Men. 
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XXXIIL 
What a Manis to do for bis Friend. | 


$ there is no Man conſummate in 
every Point, ſodoubtleſs a Gentle- 
man is brought to this-Dilemma, -ci- 
ther to quit all Friendſhip, or to bear 
with the Defes of his Friends, but 
perhaps ir may beſlarted, whether we 
are bound in all Emergencies to afbſt 
thoſe whom weare endeared to? This 
Queſtion has beer decided by whar 
has been ſaid under the Head, Of the 
Choice of a Friend; and indeed, if two 
Friends do not wear Masks, and an- 
ſwer the Deſcription I have given of 
'em, they will never ask any thing of 
one another which is not juſt,. and fo 
conſequently muſt be granted on both 
ſides; but if one of, 'cm proves-a 
* ſhrouded Friend, and would require 
any thing of the other, which has 4 , 


dire Repugnancy to his Duty, he has 
all 
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all the Reaſon imaginable to expe 4 
' Refuſal. Such an Offer is an A of 
Hoſtiliry, and Treachery is ſeen thro! 
the Cloak of Kindnels; here is no $ 
cimen of Love, bur rather the viſible 
Improbiry.which ariſeth from Hatred, 
that can be willing to drive a Friend 
upon the Precipice of Ill; theſe havg 
a Deſign ro break in _-= our Chris 
ſtianity : but there are other fantaſtical 
ſort of Friends, who believe a Man 
oblig'd by the Seal of Friendſhip to be 
always of their Opinion, and upon 
this falſe Principle take pet, if you 
oppoſe rheir Imperrinence ; People of 
this Temper do bur ape Friends ; yet 
they ought to be acquainted, that ſuch 
a blind Complaifance is unreaſonable; 
and if that will not fatisfie, I conceive 
it the beſt way to retire inſenſibly from 
ſuch Company, and to let Friendſhip 
dwindle into bare good Manners. But 
if a Man chance to live in ſuch a bleſt 
Angle of the World, as to find a wiſe 
and virruous Friend, we ought neverto 
be uncompliant in his Seryice, bur pre- 
yent 
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yetit his Requeſts, and if ir were pol- 
ible, to ſtep forward, and anticipate 
his ny Web iS no —_ to 4 
done; bur that every -one e 
ur ing of his" Friends © ahavh 

the Application i is their Torment, 

and never overload 'em with the worſt 

—os of his Humour; for nothing more 

ves an om—_ of the Rules of 

| _ werful Temptation 

an Hoced Man ro make 

bs Frien analls bur he will rake a 

thouſand Steps ro remove all rhe Ob- 
ſlacles of his Happineſs. 


—_— 
—_— 


XXXIV. 


Of a Gay Humour, and the Uſe of 
Jefting. 


F to be Merry and wiſe can ſtand 
rogether , at leaſt comme ey 


are oppoſite ro one another, t 

ſhews a volatile Inclination is unfit 

for great Exploits; bur the other on 
the 


92 The True Cody 
the contrary diſcovers a profound: 
Underſtanding, whichdeſpiſing Trifle BY 
{ers upon what 1s ſolid, and is addi&1=_ 
ed to nothing bux what is of momer wir) 
beſides, the Cuſtom! of Joking dbg Der 
by no Means, in my Opinion, ſuit g wy 
Man of Quality ; 'tis the Buſineſs 9 
common People ro make ſport far (pox 
Company; if any thing is well ſaid, 
tis applauded ; if they prate fooliſhly, 
they are laugh'd at ; and what ſigns 
fies all this? Bur ſuch as are diſtis 
guiſh'd by their Birth, or their Figure 
in the World, ſink their Character 
much when they turn Drolls, and ex 
pow themſelyes to the Deriſion of their 
carers; Tis too undervaluingan En 
ployment to arrive at the knack to 
make all others laugh, unlels it be by 
chance, and without any labourd 
Deſign, to ſay a fine thing; yet I am not 
fo Stoical, that I would have Perſons 
of Quality entertain one another in the 
Satutnine Way ; let 'em rally, but in- 
offenſively; let the Raillery be noble 
and fine, ſuch as may divert the Cont 


pany 


® 
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Irony with Strokes of Wir, incerlarded 
Jyich Mirth and Vivacity, burler theſe 
wry Jeſts be always becoming the 
"IDipniry of the Speaker, ler 'em {trike 
Jhome, bur clean, and fuch as may 
mike no Inroads upon Civility and 


pod Breeding. 


XXXV. 
To Negleft Nothing. 


$ Profitable as this Maxim would 
bein human Life, yer 'tis not pur 

in Execution with any great Care. A 
g Man eſpecially, who does not 
= ro be contradicted, takes bur 
lictle pains to obſerve it, becaule ir 
would put him to the Expence of 
me RefleCtions upon his Conduct, 
and the Poſture of his Aﬀairs ; bur he 
does not mind all this while, that the 
Omiſſion of a :Duty which he thinks 
maneceſſary, may defear him of that 
Poſt he is reaching to obtain. This 
happen'd ro Mr.——- he loſt an Oppor- 


runity 


= 
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tunity of Riſing , for want of a Þy 


Viſit to the Duke of ——- that 'v 


be diſcourſed about a great Employ 


ment: one can't be too nice, or tc 


careful in the T | 2 conlids 


derable Matter., A wiſe that &q 
ters upon Buſineſs, endeavours to r$ 
move any Impedi that may crolz 
|, or be a Block in the way of his 
Advancement ; for he foreſees that 1 
litrle Obſtacle unremov'd, cither thro 
Inconſiderateneſs, or becauſe 'tis 
ſlighted, ſometimes balks a good De- 


- prevents its coming to a good 
C. 


D—— —_ — —— 


XXXVI. 


Of the Uſe is to be made of Grea 
Mens Favours. 


| D pay Courtiers may lay what 
they will, that their Fall is by 
the undermining of their Enemies, of 


the Maggoty Turn of Fortunes 
of Wheel; 
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Wheel; bur if ir be ſeverely examin'd, 


their Diſgrace rally ariſeth from 
their own 1ll Cndu®, theyabuſe the 
Credir, Princes and their Patrons give 
'em; and when they have done ſo, 
how unreaſonable is it for 'cm ro 


imagine they ſhould not be under a 


Declenſion? Fayour in it ſelf is very 
tickliſh, and there are a thouſand Ra- 
viſhers lic at catch to ſeize ir; whence 
it follows, that ro preſerve it, Men 
muſt govern themſelves with Care, 
and make uſe of it prudently, and with 
much Precaution; if you will be af- 
fur'd of this Treaſure, and not ler ir 
lip out of your Hands, purſue this 
following Advice: Be civil, honorable, 
and modeſt ; for Haughtineſs and a 
lofty Humour, will draw upon you 
Clouds of Hatred, and Black Enyy, 
whereas Genteelneſs and fair Carriage 
will imprint a Belief chat you deſerve 
our Poſt. In the next place never 
Corany thing for your ſelf, or at leaſt 
yery rarely, if a Prince or a Great 
Man undcrſtands, that your Applica- 


ri10n 
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tion to his Service is ſincere, and 
diſintereſted, his Largefles will be be 
— hop with your Intrearies, then,be 
ſure you never move for an unjuſt thing; 
Fourrhly, do not ſtake down your own 
Credit, but for perſons who have 2 
Stock of it themſelves, and that 
too bur ſeldom : In the fifth place, let 
your Requeſts be always well tim's, 
and render'd with great Modeſty and 
ReſpeRfulneſs. Laſtly, be not lame 
in year = the Bounty you 
reap, and” pu liſh to the World kj 
your redoubled Zeal for your Maſters 
Service, that you are not inſenſible of 
the Value of your Benefator. *Tis 
thus you are to manage the Favour of 
of Great Men, and by ſuch a Method 
you will aſſuredly oblige 'em to retain 
the Aﬀection for you. 


XXXVIL 
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XXXVII. 


Of Superfluity and Neatneſs. 


O be Neat , is not only adyan- 
tageous, but one may eyen youch 

for irs Neceſlity ; for beſides that it 
contributes ro our Health, it goes a 
t Way in mending our Decorum 

in the World, fo that a Gentecel Man 
muſt by no means neglect himlelf; 
Je there is a great deal of Difference 
wixt being cleanly, and being over- 
nice ; every one in this matrer is ro live 
in a due Compals, and to have ReſpeRt 
to his Age,and his Quality : In reference 
to another ſort of Neatne(s which 
conſiſts in the way of Dreſſing, 1 hold 
it co be innocent, dad as to that we 
may follow the Mode ; but to be ex- 
tavagantly expenſive in Cloaths, in 
Furniture, in Buildings, in Entertain- 
meats, in Equipage, to value himſelf 
tor ccliplſing others os any of theſe 
an 
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and even to Rivalthe Magnificence of 
Princes, is an Effet of Pride, and an 
AﬀeRation unbecoming a wiſe Man, 
Th t take ſuch Pains to bediſtin- 
iſh'd by things that ſcarce deſerve 
our Thought, give great ground to 
believe, that being conſcious of a De- 
ficiency of Merit, they would dazle 
their Admirers with outward Spler- 
dour. When a Man comes once to un 
derſtand what crue Glory is, and to 
find himſelf capable to acquire it, he 
contemns that Luxury which ſo much 
puts upon the Brutal Herd of Men. 


_———— TT 


XXXVIII 
To bave as few Enemies as you can. 


OU cannot beat it into ſome 
Mens Heads, that there 1s an 
reaſon ro fear the Underling World 
which they ſcorn, and abuſe on all oc 
caiions; fay they, we ſtand on ſuch 
high Ground, that their Arrows, tho 
"P leyell'd 
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levell'd at us, can do us no Miſchief 
(tis as whimſical as the Giants Ar- 
tempt to dethrone Jupiter ) bur, they 
are much in the wrong; for Hatred 
and the ſweer Deſire ot Revenge arc 
ſuch ingenious Paſſions, they are {to 
wakeful to gain their Ends, that they 
will fall upon ſuch Methods as you 
could never have imagind they would 
purſue, Men of the vileſt Condition 
having nothing of their own to fave, 
are eaſily whetted to have at all of 
other Mens, and as inconſiderable as 
we think 'em, 'tis dangerous to drive 
em ro extremity. Now if a Set of 
Enemies bencath us have ſo much 
Power {ometimes to plague us, what 
ſhall become of us, if we proyoke 
the Malice of our Equals, which are 
in better Circumſtances to annoy us, 
or by inflaming our Superiors, blow 
up that Fire which is not to be quench- 
ed but by our own entire Ruine? Tr 
follows from hence, that we are to 
difoblige no Body, bur to behave our 
ſelves with ſuch CircumlpeCtion, and 

H 2 diſcreet 
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diſcreet Management towards all, that 
we may leave every Body vying who 
ſhall haye the beſt Opinion of us. 


ell = 
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XXXIX. 


Not to be Diſcourag'd. 


" IS the peculiar of a narrow Soul 
to have his Courage flatten'd at 

the approach of rhe leatt Difficulty; 
a Man of Reſolution, and who truly 
bears his Maker's Image,is aſtoniſh'd at 
nothing, bur finds a Cure for every Ill; 
he ſtands brave, where others ſncak, 
where others ſtumble, and are born 
down with fear, he ſtands his Ground, 
and ſnatches an Occaſion from hence to 
look above danger , and to triumph 
where others fell; tis then that by a more 
vigorous purſuit he doubles his Pace, 
and preſſing on with extraordinary Ef- 
forts, he often breaks thro” every thing 
that ſtands in his way : Great Men never 
ſhew more Courage, than when they 
are at the ycry Brink of Deſpair, be- 
caule 
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cauſe Experience has inform'd 'em thar 
a little Matter has chang'd a whole 
Scene of Afﬀairs, or at leaſt, that a 
ſeaſonable Shew of Boldneſs, and ge- 
nerous puſhing, has not only extrica- 
ted themſelves our of Danger, bur 
ſtruck Terror in their Enennes ; this 
ſtour Reſiſtance in terrible Shocks, tho 
it ſhould meet with ill Succeſs, would 
yet mightily befriend che Character of 
the Commanders , and therefore 'tis 
chiefly neceſſary for Kings and Gene- 
rals of an Army; for if they be ſtunn'd, 
and do bur ſeem ſtagger'd with any 
frighrful —_— the main Body 


of the Soldiers immediately eye it, 


and will nor ſtay to ſtare Death in the 
Face, but become a cheap Prey to the 


willing Conqueror. 


» 4 9 
of Pride. 


THY ſhould we value our 
ſelves ſo much upon our De- 
ſert, and give our ſelves the Preference 
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ro {o many others, who perhaps have 
more worth concentred in 'em than 
we have ; arc not our Bodies deriv'd 
from the {ame Original, and our Souls 
the bright Product of the fame Au- 
thor ? whatloever Advantages we arc 
endebted for, cither to Nature, or For- 
tune; 'tis a great Inſtance of our 
Weaknels , if they make us more 
high-{pirited ; for thele are but a poor 
Enjoyment at the beſt, but yet they 
ar2 preſently weighed down, if we 
put em in the Scalc with the Privile- 
ges of Heaven, to which our Faith 
prompts us to alpirc; they often flee 
away in {pight of all our jealous Care 
to retain 'em, and a Man of ſound 
Underſtanding flights 'em, becaule by 
being Maſter of 'em he does not find 
that he is velted in any lolid Happi- 
neſs he looks after; and altho he 
could poſſcls 'em withour Diſlike, or 
preſerve 'em withour Diſturbance, the 
Thread of Life is lo ſuddenly cut off, 
that he mult be proud of a very little 
matter, who will be puſt d up with 

the 
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the Conceit of all rheſe Advantages, 
which in a few fleeting Hours he muſt 
ſurrender ; ſooner or later Death ſeizes 
on 'em, it ſtrips us (as I may ſay) of 
our glittering, but borrow'd -Dreſs, 
and by thar inſtruts us, that when 
we have diy'd into the greateſt per- 
fetion of Men, they are all equally 
miſerable; and there is no Fence again(t 
thar Claim. I confeſs ſometimes we 
do a thing that a Commendation does 
not ſeem to be thrown away upon it ; 
but then conſider that ſelf-tove is al- 
moſt ever the Motive that {purs us on 
to Action, we have more reaſon to 
morrific our Pride in doing it, than to 
aſſume any Vain-Glory for the Perfor- 
mance. Perſons, whoſe Piety is the 
moſt refin'd, and unmix'd, who only, 
it ſeems, ſhould have ſome Right to 
value themſelves more than others, 
are remoy'd at the greateſt Diſtance 
from Pride, being pertuaded not only 
that it is the capital Enemy of all Vir- 
tues, and that it poiſons rheir very 
Fountain ; but that beſides 'tis always 
H 4 ill 
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ill grounded. To conclude, this Vieo 
is unjuſt, becauſe it makes a Man u- 
ſurp that Glory to himſelf, which in 
Propriety of Speech belongs only to 
God ; 'tis odious, becauſe it induceth 
us to defpile every Body; and to 
ſum up all in ſhort, ir ſtands in di- 
rect ſnion to the true Humility, 
for which Saints are Glorified , and 
"which influenceth us to love God, and 
and our Neighbour to rhe beſt purpoſe. 


XLI. 
To Regulate a Man's Expences. 


«dB ablolutely neceflary for him 

that will carry his Figure high 
in the World, to proportion his Lay- 
ing out to his Revenue. How are 
chey who ſquander away their Eſtates 
diſfe arded, and who are always be- 
feged by their Creditors? He is mi- 
ſtaken that would be cry'd up for a 
bountiful 
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bountiful Man that way, and who 
thinks to riſe at Court by being pro- 
fuſe ; the Prince and his Minilters 
make a natural Judgment preſently, 
thar he who cannot improve his own 
Fortune, and Regulate his Domeſtick 
Afﬀairs, is very uncapable to be the 
Guardian of a State, ro command an 
Army, or to take the beſt Courſe to 
eſtabliſh the Peace of Provinces ; 
whence we fee daily, that they who 
lyell their Out-lets much beyond their 
coming in, to cheriſh ſome prevailing 
Paſſion, as Hunting, Luxury, De- 
bauches and Play, never get any con- 
ſiderable Employment; 1o that ler 
their Parts be never fo good, they 
ſignific nothing to 'em, becauſe they 
have no Opportunity to take off their 
ruſt. Coverouſncels is abominable , 
without doubt, there is no Vice thar 
more points out a mean-ſpirited 
Man than that ; but if Prodigality is 
leſs criminal in the beginning , its 
Sting is more to be dreaded afterwards ; 
there are nevertheleſs ſome peculiar 
Occaſions, 
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Occaſions, where to be laviſh is 
commendable, as when 'tis for the 
ſake of Religion, for Publick Good, 
or the eminent Service of a Friend ; tf 
theſe be excepred, keep always to a 
wiſe good Husbandry, and retrench 
all unneceſſary Expences ; this is the 
true way to be continually ſupply'd 
with whar is neceſlary, to live hono» 
rably in his Station, and for a Man to 
be altogerher Independent. 


—— 


XLIL. 
To know how to Chuſe his Company, 


OST Men have an over-ween- 
ing Opinion of themſelves, are 
conceited of their Nobility, their Gran- 
deur, their Knowledge, their Wir, and 
their other natural and acquir'd Quali- 
ries ; they are commonly humourlome, 
hot, (kubborn,deccirful,full of Detracti- 
on, wedded to Intereſt, and Envy, 
and the like, I confels theſe falle 
Reps 


—— 
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Seeps ſeldom mcet together, but few 
perions can boaſ!. of their Exemption 
from all of 'cm: In a word, Vice is 
ſo rampant, and Virtue fo much out 
of Countcnance, that a Man never ſo 
inclin'd to be ſociable, durlt not mul- 
tiply his Acquaintance; yet ſince we 
cannot live alone, or withour ſome 
friendly Entercourle, unleſs wg bid 
adicu to the World all at once; A Man 
is obligd, for the Eaſe of his own 
Life, ro chuſe a {mall number of de- 
ſerving Perſons, and to hold a Con- 
verſation with 'em, where Piecty, 
mutual Confidence , Sincerity, good 
Breeding, and if it be poflible, Learn- 
ing, may make one glorious Conſtel- 
lation ; the Pleaſure and Conyeniency 
of ſuch Company is inexpreſlible ; 
for there, as we unbend our Cares, 
we are recreated after a Fatigue; when 
Diſgraces ſtab us, here we are infalli- 
bly heal'd, that's the proper place to 
pals an Act of Oblivion on all our Af- 
fronts ; 'tis there we fill the Magazine 
of our Minds with a thouſand good 
Things, 
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Things, which we draw out for the 
ſeveral Occaſions of our Lives ; to 
finiſh all, this is the way ro make time 
ſlide pleaſantly, and with the greateſt 
Stroke of Advantage to us. 


X LINE 
Of ſharp Raillery, and Villifyins. 


Here is no ſuch cruel Diverſion 
as ſome Pcople take in bitter 


Jeſts; what a Stock of Malice mu! 
they have to {et up with, who take | 
Satisfaction in beſpattering with this 
ſort of Drollery the Underitanding of 
thoſe they fall upon, and hug theme 
ſelves with the Thought that they 
have run others to a Stand; There 
fore Religion, Civility and Prudence 
oblige us to baniſh from our Conver- 
{ation all yenemous Diſcourſes, which 
are not only ill in themſelves, but may 
have alſo very miſchievous Conſe- 


quences attend 'em ; ler DetraCtion be 
ſhut 
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ſhur out of all Company ; for at the 
beſt 'ris perfidious to ſpeak ill of our 
Friends, 'tis downright Malice to ca- 
lmniate them who are indifferent to 
us, and 'tis errant Cowardlineſs to re- 
vile our Enemies ; beſides that diſcreet, 
Men give very little Credit ro Words 
that have ſo much of the Wormwood- 
G:lh in *em; thoſe who feel the Point 
# is Satyr, make him pay very dear 
k the fine Things he ſaid only to 
recreate the Gueſts : He that is foul- 
mouth'd may accidentally pleaſe, bur 
every Body is ſhy of him ; every one 
apprehends him his particular Enemy, 
becauſe 'tis well known, Obloquy 
ſpares no Body, and that the moſt un- 
blemiſh'd Virtue is not ſhelter'd from 
ts Darts. Repuration coſts ſo much 
in the purchaſe, that 'tis perfet Rob- 
bery to have bur an Inclination to de- 
firoy ir, or upon any pretence what- 
er to ruine a Work for whoſe Ac- 


quiſition ſo much Sweat and Pains has 
been expended. 


ALIV. 
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XLIV. 
Of Sincertty. 


HIS Virtue is fo cſlcntial to 
Perſons of Quality, and this Age 

is ſolittle acquainted with, thar it wall 
not be Labour thrown away to fet 
down in this place ſome Repreſen- 
tation of it ; for 1 can't Imagine, that 
unleſs a Man's Mind be corrupted by 
the falle Maxims now in Vogue, he 
can know it, and not be {truck with 
admiration of it at the lame time ; we 
lay therefore that a ſincere Man never 
makes ule of Diſguiſes, or Cheating 
to obtain his Ends, he cannot endure 
any ambiguous and equivocal Terms, 
which Sharpers make uſe of ro fur- 
prize thole who a freely: he never 
promiſerh more than he will perform, 
and he religiouſly obſerves his Word 
when he hath once cngag'd it; if he 
finds that more is expected from a 
1an 
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than he can agree to, he explains his 
Intentions, that he may entertain no 
Body with vain Hopes, he doth not 
publiſh every Truth he knows, nor 
diſclole all his Thoughts, becauſe very 
ofren Charity and Prudence do forbid 
it; but when theſe licenſe him ro 
{peak, he plainly tells his Mind, and 
cloaks the Truth of nothing which 
concerns his Friends, tho they 
are kept in the dark for ev ery thing 
beſides ; his Virtue ſhines fo much 
the brighter, the leis pains he takes 
to publiſh it; and as he hates all Af 
feCtation, his way 1s infinitely enga- 
ging, becauſe 'ris plain, and natural ; 

tis not that he yields himlelf up ro 
be cheated, he rakes the beſt Method 
to keep clean of the Snares thar 
are laid for him; bur 'tis always by 
neceſſary Conſiderations, without 
ſhewing the leaſt ſuſpicion ; his admi- 
rable Candor joind to his great Wil- . 
dom, gains him every Bodies Aﬀedti- 
on, and every Body grows proud to 
be acquainted with a Man of this 
Character, 
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CharaQter. Such Plain Dealing israre 
without doubt, and eſpecially at 
Court. Yet I have {cen Maſters of 
this fine Quality to that Degree, that 
it would impoſſible for you 
to know 'em, without having , [ 
will not ſay, not = an Eſteem, but 
even a Vencration for 'em. To con- 
clude, Diſſimulation, which has more 
Artifice, and Craft, than Diſcretion, 
and true Policy, does a Man as much 
harm that would ſettle, and advance 
his Reputation in the World, as the 
Plain-Dealing, I have ſpoke of, does 
him good. 


XLV. 


Of Reconciliations. 


T9 who ſtubbornly refuſe to be 
reconcild ' to their Adverſaries, 
diſcover bur very little _ and 
give us to underſtand, that their Tem» 
per borders upon that of Wild Beaſts, 

whoſe 
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whois (enfeleſs Fury is never f(atiated, 
till chey have rorn in peices one of 
their own Specics that was the Object 
of it; Hatred ſeldom lodges Jin a 
Brave Mind, and if it ever happens 
that it does, it neyer_ robs. it of | 4a, 
lucky  Seafons, which-cafily indace it 
to a reaſonable Accommodation ; ne- 
yertheleſs I muſt confeſs, 'ris very dif- 
ficult ro pardonan Aſlaſſin, or one who 
violares our Honour ; but when this 
is done, rhe greater our St gu 
mother our Reſentment , . wo 
Glory waits upon our - Vito 
a Man in not - ' more x} 
the Largene(s of his Soul, The com- 
nn? ny & their Huma- 
high indeed are = 
Gon —_ ve ſuch an abſolute 
over theix Paſlions, that they can 
the Wrongs are done 'em, and 
be reconciled in earneſt ; bur 
there are others who ate only Friends 
outwardly,and out of Policy;they are a-- 
fraid to be branded with lepiery if they 
don't do-ir,'or a wha q blige 


——  —_—— 
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their Friends, who preſs 'em ro agree, 
and yet the Serpent is as dangerous as 
before, Jondy ag _—_—_ 
ro exert its Sting ; to have nothi 
2 do. wich foch People, the beſt way 
would be to offend no Body ; bur if 


the Hoſtiliry is , and that we are 
convinc'd ; that e we have pro» 
vok'd are not really good Friends with 


us, ler us behave our ſelyes towards 
'em with double Civiliry ; ler us rake 
off the Edge of their Hatred, by the 
Afﬀiduiry of our Service, let us di- 
firuſt 'em without letring 'em know ſo 
much; ler us be as jealous of 'em, as 
of Enemies who will ſeize upon every 
Occaſion to do us harm CY 
come at it > For our parts, et us a 

ment our Sincerity, revs frald thing 
to Rights like Honeſt Men, and faur- 
ly ſhut up all Differences without cri 
xicizing on Formaliries. Mean Souls 


are inſupportable in this point, tus 


difficule ro any thing with 
fuch parties, are never content, 
till they have adjuſted with the urmoſt 


ExacQnels, 


of \Perſats of Quality, 1 5 
ExaQneſs, the - place , the time, the 
very Words that muſt be fpoke;" and 
even to. the minurteſt Steps which each 
fide muſt purſue in ſuch Afﬀaics p: bur 
deſerving Men who know in what true 
Honor conſiſts, never 'fall into this 
Fault, but compoſe Quarrels in a more 
noble Faſhion he che Sparks of 
ny rekindle expiring . Friend» 


XLYL 
Not to be Fickle. 


Hen once we have fer about 4 
Buſineſs, ler us drive it up to 
be tual by the Splendous of any. 
'd t ur 0 
ning Advantage, Fhichis ſpread be- 
fore our Eyesto impoſe on us, 4 fubrle 
Competitor who ſees'us juſt ready to 
grai! PR_ we aim at, and that he 
+ (nap for k\miclf,cndeavours 
w draw us off from the Chace, _ 
by | : y 


ans . - Thi Tre Gay 


by miſrepreſenting ir, to give us I 
Diſreliſh of ir, or b 1 
a Frind ro deal th Cards 
fi a more conſidera 
_ nm Let us not be noos Poe 
Tae peel cer un Aa 
in 10Nn, crable, 
__ tranſcendent Seat , bur in the 
EE reve 
lc ons, who by a peculiar Le» 
vity throw Obſtacles in the wa & 
their own riſing, and are the only 
who obſtrut the Pro of their 
Forrune , being inco! in their 
Projeas, \they have no ſdoner em- 
brac'd one ſide; or adher'd to one Pro- 
feſſion:, bur as thefr Maggor bites, 
they ally out to another; no Man 
can do any Feats in the World by ſuch 
fantaſtical Condut : And after all 
theſe Shiftings and doublings the Spark 


is not a whit the more farisfy'd, or in 
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ſtick by it, and Kbour to make him- 
ſelf as accompliſh'd, and happy in ic 
a5 is- poſſible ; this does nor exclude 2 
Man neither, who has unluckily made 
4 bad Choice ar firſt, from changing 
his Condition or Employment ; but a 
wiſe Man wilt never make that 
without conſidering all the Conſe- 
quences which may attend ir; and 
withour being very ſure, not only thar 
— will be loſt by the e, 
bur al{o+thar there is ſomething va- 
haable co be por by ir. 


XLVIL 


The Charafter of a Cowardly, and 
" Faint-bearted Man. 


ONE Coward , who cunningly 
conceals his Hatred, is more to 
be fear'd than two declared Enemies; 
for as he never dares atrack a on 
bare-fac'd, ſo he has Recoutſe to 


; I3 . Treackery 


— 
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W makcs his ſhar the more x 


is, ;becauſe as they are. unexpetted,. 
we know not Ee ox ro guard. og 
prevent 'em. Fear, which makes him. 
apptchend Danger where there is none, 
perſuades him at the ſame time to pre» 
vent it, and engageth him to take xin 
diculous Precautions againſt Chimexiy 
cal Ills; his Fear ariteth from the 
Weaknels of his: Mind, which-makes 
him ſuſpicious, and to liye in perpe* 
rual Difhidence ; .{o that he looks upoa 
moſt Men as his Enemies, tho for the 
molt part they don't think of him. - He 
has but few Fricnds, or rather he has 
none at all; for being always jealous 
of being deceived, he ſticks to no 
Body, \and is loth to, do'a (vil OB 
fice, for fear he hazard, ;{ome- 
thing by the means ; he is fo unman- 
bas. Fo in Buſine(s, ;that i would be 
impoſſiblero ſertle Al with him 


if you do not give him all torr gt+Scy 


curity ; which till, he takes iny ſuch. 2 
—_—_ 1s i gravy gd bore hard, 
c | upon 
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upon him to take up with ſuch an Ex- 
pocient: Theſe are ſome of the ill 
that Cowardlineſs and Fear: 

the World with ; whence 'ris 

cafie to conceive how it is to 
ſhun the Converſation of ſu 1 dwart- 
_ have negleted ro manumiſe 
em by the Succours of Reaſon, and 

_ the-Pragciples of unerring Virrue. 


XLVII. 
Of Gratitude. 


HE moſt ſtigmatiz'd Man that 
ever liv'd, can't avoid having a 
ſecret Veneration for Honeſt Men, and 
to admire in 'em what he will nor pra» 
iſe himſelf, whence ir proceeds, that 
Marboe Ggaely q— arc ©» 
'd by all the World, eyen by the 
; {© that Gratitude of ir 
natural Duty , ' and confe- 


ae "IN A Mind 
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({enſibly feels the Force of this:Law of 
Nature ; and. if there be any Bod 

who knows truly to value: a goo] 
Turn, 'tis always a Noble and Genes 
rous Soul; ſpare therefore nothing in 
acknowledging the good Offices Bene- 
factors have done for you ; and- if ci- 
ther Opportunity , or the Power - of 
doing it be wanting, at. leaft; give all 
the Demonſtration you can, . that you 
are deſirous ro do it. Altho Thank- 
Fulneſs were none of our Duty, 
tis always fraught with Advantages; 
for he that has had the Skill duly to 
acknowledge the firft Fayours he has 
receiv'd , infallibly invites others to 
the old Hcap: 'tis true, there are ſogne; 
that for the ſake of a ſmalt Courteſic 
which they have done. you, . would 
double tax you fot / Repayment; Al 
tho.this is- unreafonable, yet Genero- 
ſity ought ro Engage you -in' ſuch 'a 
Caſe to gratifie the'Requeſts /bf thoſe 
who have firſt oblig'd you, animated 
by this fine Maxim, that in the Bu- 
fineſs of Gratitude a Man cannot go 
. rod 
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too far. If you have. oblig'd others, 
never put 'em in mind. of it, nor fancy 
that oy are —_ indebted ro 

if you can ſhun, itrequire nothing 
ems Obligations; bur 
if the ill poſture of your Afﬀairs ne+ 
ceſſirates you ito defire a Kindneſs of 
lem, do't with ſo much Modeſty and 
Reſervedneſs, rhat is may ſeem you 
have forgot the Services you have 
done for em. 2 ſhall gor rake 
ppon me to rail againſt Ingratitude; 
= one knows, . wats as odious, 
asics contrary is lovely, and - thar the 
ungrateful have always paſs'd for Men 
abandon'd of Honor. 


> XLIX; 
' +. 'To Avoid Conteſts. 


N? Man ought to plunge himſelf 
into Diſpures, but to bring Truth 
aſhore with him, wherher it be to gra- 
tike his own Itch, or that he would; 
| after 
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after 'finding it, 'impart to others his 
own Diſcovery, nowa Truth ſquabbl'd 
tor,-is cither indifferent in it (elf, or 
to the Inclinations of thoſe 
we converle with, or oppoſite to their 
Prejudices; if this Truth be inditſe 
rent, why ſuch a Clutter abour it} 
Why do we keep ſo much ado to ng 
pr ro make ir fink into _ 
> Is it not more opportune 
_ 'em a reaſonable i — 
to provoke 'em by t _— 
which — ways be evriceabls : 
I would have another ſwallow a dib 
agreeable Trurh, 1 muſt guild it, orat 
leaſt put a berrer Colour upon ir, and 
ro ſucceed in it, Civility and Sweetnels 
of Addreſs muſt by no —_—_ 
wanting ; for ca Ing, an 
Heat of Difouration nk all. A 
Heart may be melted to ſurrender, but 
mult not be taken by ſtorm. Above 
all Placcs you muſt never enter therk 
by.the Breach. To conclude, if che 
Truth inqueſtion runs counter to their 
Prejudices , the only way to unde- 
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we 'em, is not to reje their Opinion 
gory Contempt, os to rnd the 
Authors in Fools Coats, nor to {peak 
huffingly, and with a deciſive Air, 
this makes bim you would conyince 
revolr farther from you, and hinders 
him from embracing rational Sugpeſti» 
08s.-. -Lloſe whom we would drive 
I 
ly,. and by the help of-: Reaſorw 
pe Seth how- groundlefs 
Sib good harecl Madeligy 
with a © Ol 'l 
Man may go. near the. clinching -of x 
contrary Sentiment; Tis thus, in- 
telligenc, Mea manage Diſputes; and (6/ 
Learned, Branglings bave fome Advans 
tage, and. Pleaſure in'em. ' If we meet: 
with ſome; reſtlels Tempers, 'rhar-ave 
till vex'd,. and upon'ithe Frer, cis 
into, ſtruggle with ;em, ir wilbonly' 
'em the more { In luch a Caſes' 

Man- has-no more-to do; but to lg 
that Truth he is Maſter of, and tola-” 
ent the Obſtinacy of -thoke who will 
[their | Eyes againſt rhe cleareſt 
Conyiftion. L. 
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TL 
To be Regular in bis Conduft, 


H* that would be Regular''in his 
ConduR,'and live ſuitably ty 
the Rules of Decency, ought'to treat 
all Men according to their Quality, 
but withour' any Encroachments « 


Maſters , Fairnets of Carriage to his 
Equals, and a favourable Reception to 
Vaſalage if hey ditrge their O 
, if i ir 
lgations with Fidelity, ought to be 
_ ys On Generoſity; 
r their , Severity 
is — to ale for Bur 'ny 
not eno' to give Admonition of 
where 'tis wanting, and to correct thi 
who: undervalue the Counſel, unl&} - 
he who preſcribes ir, makes his own 
Actions bear the Teſt of the moſt Ju'] - 
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dicious Obſerver; for would ir be rea- 


ſonable ro condemn and puniſh with 


| Severity , -in another, - thoſe Faulrs 
J which a precedent Practice has at leaſt 
FE countenanc'd, if not giv'n Licenſe to. 
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Nothing is ſo moving to promote Vir- 


we, in the World; as the unutterable 
force of a good Example. Every one 
soblig'd to ſcatrer this Light for his 
Neighbour , but it ſticks cloſer to 
—_—_— ms Men, becauſe as 
is proud to imitate * 
ered oe flouriſhes or Vice, ag 


they {ee their Degeneracy, or Probity, 


ne perpetual Circle of an aQtive 


_— 


—_— 


[I]. 
How one may make a Jud 
= Judgment of 


þ ir muſt be a fine Operator, who 
1 can handſomely take in peices a hu- 
man Body , he muſt certainly be a 


great 
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Maſter, who is capable to dill 
Mind, and anatomize the Hear 
by which, I mean -the natural Inc 
sations of it. | Self-Love hides it 
{o-arrfully, that he muſt be very 
{picacious, that can take a View « 
&-thro' the Appearances of Virtug 
where it takes Covert ; 'tis therefor 
to watch it ſtrictly, if ya 
would dete&t the Legerdemain; 

blick it cheats the niceſt Inquiſition, 
das ico tales to be 
made of a Man by what he aQts a 
the open Stage; as he fees him 
eyd, he puts his Aﬀections on the 
Tenters, and you can have no tru 
Picture of the real Man, eſpecially in 
Actions of Note, where every Body 
labours to purchaſe Reputation, and 
therefore induſtriouſly conceals any 
Peccadillo that might cauſe a Flawin 
his Title to't. "Tis in the Tiri 
Room that we muſt weigh him, w 
Manners we would unravel, and 
whoſe Inclinations we would fan; 
then his Mind is unbent, | he _— 
Wl 
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with the Current of his Senſes, and 
J whatſocver is good or ill in him ap- 
' above board; and yet this is 
not eno' to judge of his Delerr, let us 
obſerve in the firft place , if be b< 
ſway'd by Intereſt ; for if he be gor, 
that's a Demonſtration that his Soul is 
above the common Level. Let us 
examine in the next place, if he dif 
well the gations of his 
Kanon, and if we he does, 'tis a 
in Indication of -a ſolid Wit ; but 
# we perceive, that he can proſtrate 
himſelf before the Idol of Intereſt, 
that he negles ro dothe Duty of his 
Calling, let him have never 1 
ather good Qualities, he deſerves to 
be blotred out of our Roll of Friends, 
and excluded from our Eſteem. *'Tis 
a Means to know People, 
conhidering how they behave them- 
both when their Fortune is at 
wh Tide, and when'tis at the loweſt 
.” Which 1s tobe ſcen in the ne 
Article. | 
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of the Management of Proſperig 
and Adver ſity. 


Y the Uſe a Gentleman makes of 

a ſwelling or a narrow Forrune, 

one may ſhrewdly gueſs at his Diſpe- 
ſition, and eaſily prompts what forr of 
inion we are to have of him; if 

when his Sails are full he becomg 
fierce, ard inſulring, or when the 
Storms of Adverſity blow hard, he 
extremely ſunk” in his Courage, and 
diſpirited ; that Man, I'll warrant him 
has a groveling Genius, and a mean 
Soul. Bur if he be unſhaken and 
ſteddy nnder the Torrent of his Mis 
fortunes, or that the Flartteries of For 
tune are not ſtrong eno? to abate his 
Goodneſs, to take off his Moderation, 
or to cramp his Civility , and his othet 
Virtues, one may pronounce that Man 


has a Noble Reſolution, and a os: 
t 
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thar aſpires to irs Original. Indeed 
without theſe rwo topping Qualifica- 
tions, a Man cannot ſhew in ſome Ca- 
ſes that we meet with, that Steadine(s, 
and Equality of Mind, which 'gives 
Evidence of the abſolute Empire we 
have over our Paſſions. To beable to 
follow, as Occaſion offers , the few 
Examples are to be found of ſuch an 
imperiſhable Virrue, let us ofren make 
this RefleQtion, that the Poſſeſſions 
of this Life are ſo inconſiderable, that 
they ought not to enco our Pride, 
the Aﬀflictions we endure in it ate 
þ ſhorr-liv'd, that we have no Rea- 
to be dejeted under 'em. Let 
us conſider alſo what an incxhauſtible 
zine of Happineſs, and a Fund 
of Glory that can never be worn our 
sdeſign'd us, if we make that Uſe of 
Trankory Ills, and Comforts, which 
we ought ; and now being convinc'd 
ofrheſe main Truths, let us look upon 
the various Turns of Forrune li 
Chriſtian Philoſophers, whether ir be 
in its Declenſion, or irs Zenith, let our 
K Humour 
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Humour be equally pois'd, and let: us- 


maintain a Conduct perpetually Uni- 
form , and proclaim to the whole 
World, that we are as capable ro ſu- 
ſtain the -Weight of Greatneſs, as we 
we are to bear evenly, and with Reſo- 
lution, Court-Diſgraces. 


— — 
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LI. 


Of Credential Letters, ſigning Pa- 
pers with Blanks. 


& the Age we live in, a Man had 
need have his Wits well about him, 
not to be cully'd by Cheats, and Hy- 
pocrites; for even thoſe in whom we 
repoſe an entire Confidence, are ſome 
times in the Van of our Deccivers; 
wherefore a Gentleman had need be 
very well aſfur'd of the Integriry cf 
thoſe-ro whom he gives Letters of 
Credence ; ”'tis my Opinion alſo, that 
cho 'ris neceſſary to give ſuch fort of 
Lertets, yet they t always to be 
accompanied with Inſtructions - 
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ſhall be clear, ſpecial, and which ſhall 
alſo deſcend ro minute particulars, ro 
the end, that they who are com- 
miſlionated to manage an Afair, may 
not have any Evaſion to creep out ar, 
if ro ſerve their own private Ends they 
ſhall offer to mmke a falſe ſtep in the 
negotiating of their Buſineſs. _ 

As for Letters with Blanks, to be 
filld up at the Diſcretion of a Party, 
I would never truſt an with 
ſuch, and whoſoever ſhall reflect, thar 
thereby he puts his Liberty, his Ho- 
nor, his Life in the power of another, 
will ſurely have a great Care how he 
expoſerh whatſoever is dear to him in 
the World, upon a Botrom that is {0 
liable ro chouſe him, and which an ill 
Man may id cafily employ to an ill 
Purpoſe, a Gentleman alſo never 
give Certificates to any Man living, 
of the Service, and good Conduct of 
another; when he has no Proofs to au- 


thenticate what he advances;ſuch Teſt 
monials are unjuſt, when they are given 
without knowing a w c groups 
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13z2 The True Conduft 
for it, becauſe by this means Rewards 
come to be miſplac'd on thoſe who 
don't deſerve 'em. Beſides, if 'it hap- 
pens afterward that ſuch People abuſe 
the Favours their Prince has conferr'd 
on 'em, they are troubled, but-roo 
late; for having ben the unha 
nts to procure 'em that Pre. 
ferment, when had fo ſlender an 
Aſſurance of the Worth of the Perſons 


Recommended. 


h—__ 


LIV. 
Of Curioſay. 


T O be curious is commendable, 

when nothing is deſign'd by it, 
but to be ler into the Knowledge of 
of what is Profitable and Honeſt ; 
bur it is of a dangerous Conſequence 
when it tranſports us roo far, and that 
it puts us upon Enquiries, which either 


# —_ 
Ir Inn" 


contribute ro our undoing, or at moſt - 


can do us no good ; let us be buſie in 
every 
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every thing 


133 
that tends to give the 
hſt Hand to our Condition; let us 
inform our ſelves throughly of every 
ſtep of our Duty'; let us ſpur on our 
Underſtanding to the utmoſt to di- 
ſcernir well, and to have a Ma- 


ſtery in the Profeſſion we have em- 
brac'd ; nothing is of greater Uſe than 
for every Man to be accomplifh'd in 
his Calling: "Tis by this x 2s Men 
now adays are diſtinguiſh'd from the 
Crowd, and tho they are wrap'd up 
in Gloomineſs, may {peedily hope for 
Shun-ſhine. He, that by a vain Cu- 
rioliry, or to have' the Vogue of a 
Perſon of univerſal Acquirements, will 
dive into too many things, will never 
rightly digeſt any, and reaps no other 
Fruit of his Labour, and tedious 
Secudy, but a ſuperficial Knowledge of 
ſeveral things, which often are fo- 
reign to his Circumſtances of Life. 
Will Men never be perſuaded to ac- 

ieſce in what's material > Here's a 

eligious Man who ought inceſſantly 
to fathom rhe Depths of the Holy 


Scri , thereby to enrich his Mind 
wich Knowledge tha ſpeaks its Di- 
vine Author, infatuated himſelf 
with Judicial Aſtrology, has thrown 
away whole Nights and Days in con- 
ſulring Aſtronomical Tables, and to 
look 1nto the different AſpeRts of the 
Planets, from thence to calculate Na- 
tivities ; what Folly is is to preſume 
to unriddle what happen by the 
help of an Art that leans only on the 
rifling Iinaginations of ſore” whims 
cal Dotards? The moſt famous A- 
Reabagas acknowledge no other Prin- 
ci get and which is the 

ter Jeſt, "ris very Experience 
Sick condomes ran feing thatalmoſt 


| every Day expolerh how monſtrous 


ſuch iions are. Another Ma- 
themartician ſpends himſelf to find out 
the ſquaring of the Circle, or the 
Whirl of perperual Motion, when he 
ſhould be buſied in perfeing thoſe 
rb of = Mathemaricks, which 
forward many Arts neceſlary to 
3ccommodate human Life. hey 
; > hymiſt, 
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of Perſons of Quality. 135 
Chymiſt, who mighc ſerve the Pub- 
kek, if he fuck Snly to what was 
uſeful in his Profeſſion ; bur he for- 
ſfooth, muſt be all agog for the Phi- 
loſopher's Stone, he dreams of 
elſe bur to ger this Work, flat- 


ering elf Fra ſhall quickly 
ev into Gold, lik 


Midas in yy What a 
Infatuationpoſleſſes Men,thar W1 
toil ſo hard, and with ſo much Paſſion 


-to unlock thoſe Myſteries, which the 


Almighty would haye ſtill lodg'd in 
_———— Secrefie? Certain» 
ly "tis a V , thar 
can bewitch  'em to — Ive E- 
ſtare in their Furnaces, to m__ 
_ cr cn 

no purpole a Life,r o many 
cious Minutes to be guarded, any 
proy'd with the molt Jealous Care. 
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LV. 
To ſhun the Converſation of Liber- 
tines and Cowards. 


| i pn back'd with Example, is 
ſo very prevalent, that it. is ak 
moſt impoſlible to reſiſt the Impreſſ»- 


ons which it makes ; wherefore "tis of 
uſe to avoid the Company of 
oloLives, and who publickly fer 
up for Atheiſm; for beſides, that every 
ſuch Entercourſe would ruine our own 

Reputation; their lewd 
their Sets of falſe Maxims, and the 
Contagion of their Examples, would 
at firſt Daſh deprave our beſt Inclina» 
tions, and inſenſibly corrupt our Souls, 
and after the Advances of a few Steps 
would precipitate us into the common 
Shore of Misfortunes, where com- 
monly ſuch fort of People fink theme 
ſelves; 'tis moreoyer one of the Rules 
of Prudence, never to hold Conver- 
| . farion 
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of Perſons of Quality. 137 
tion with, Cowards, and the Hens 
hearted, who are generally over-ruw/ 
with Scruples , Superſticion ; FO 
their Diſtemper is infefious, they ea- 
fily ſhed down to their Aſſociates their 
own anxious Fears, and Thorny 
Doubts, which diftra@t the Mind, and 
ſtave it off from taking an adequate 
Dimenſion of Things. Theſe Quan- 
daries, and Fits of Irreſolutipn, excite 
frivolous Suſpicions in us, which, as 
weak as they are, do yet diſcompoſe 
us, diveſt us of the Liberty of onr 
Minds, and rob us of the Tranquilliry 
of our Souls, without a Conjundtion 
of which we can neither know how 


to make the beſt Choice, nor to em- 


brace what we have choſen with an 
entire Confidence. 


LVI, 


Not-to uſe Reſerves, but in Cſs of 
Neceſy 


en there is no firm Reaſon to 
give Birth to our Diſſimula- 
tion, it ought to ſtand for an unde 
niable Law, that we ſhould at with 


—_ ro what purpoſe. is it ab 
_ the Foxes Skin, ro ab 


in the Clouds, to talk 
like w bs cles of Delphos, when there 


there is no occaſion to juſtific ſuch a 


crious Cant ; this only ſerves ro 
ſpirit on others to ſuſpet you; whence 
it happens, that tho Subtilty might 
ſomerimes be neceſſary, yet it will do 
- him noSetvice, who wears it out with 

continual Practice, becaule ey 

dy is ready arm'd againſt tos Gra, 
the Deſigns of a Man who is _—_ 
ſtamp'd for ſlineſs, are the moſt 
to untwilt ; for as cycry Body ſpe 
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of Perſons of Quality. 139 
him, and watches him narrowly, it 
ſeldom falls out, but that all his 
ſures are broken. I do not intend 
here thoſe Wiles which are only us'd 
with Deſign to ſurprize, and chear, 
every one throws ſomething into the 
Scale ro condemn 'em; I would be un- 


S. 


to} derſtood of that tricking, which. na- 
ia | kedly in ir (elf is no ill; and I fay, 
& | as innocent, as it is; 'tis bur ſeldom ro 
th 9 No d, and that cn by the Ur- 
ab eceſſi general Rule 
ab } to T be + in 0; Ca Caſe Leen thar 
Ik } Tricks are never to be us'd to impoſe 
e | upon any _ but only to counter- 
12 | mine thoſe make a fraudulent 
wo} Arrack. 
ce 
| be | 
0 
tþ EVI :-_ 
4 Of the Death of a Friend. 
y NO Grief ſtabs in ſo ſenſible a part; 
as that which a Gentleman feels 

2s when he loſeth a deſcrying Perſon, be- 
m, rwixt 


NUM 


F 
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| 


twixt whom, and himſelf, Love wa 


wrought up to the higheſt Pitch of 
Sincerity ; Such a Loſs wounds the 
deeper, foralmuch as 'tis irreparable; 
and a Man had need of the Co ; 
or rather the Inſenſibility of a Stoi 
if he be not touch'd to the quick with 
it. Altho ſuch a Sorrow mighr ſeem 
defenſible, yer 'tis good to in the 
Succors of Faith, and the Beams of Rea 
ſon, to dart Comfort into our Shades, 
and to {weeten the Bitterneſs which we 
then moſt exquiſitely taſte, and to 

this along with us,thart in ſuch a doleful 
Scene, ſhedding of Tears is not eno 
to diſcharge the Truſt of a rr 
Friendſhip ; there ought to be beſides} 
ſome ſacred Repoſitory dearly to lodge 
the Remembrance of his Friend ; and 
as the beſt Badge, that his Memory is 
honor, to fee the' faithful Execution 
of his laſt Will, to aſſiſt his Family, 
if 'ris diſtre(s'd, and above all, to im 
plore the Almighty, that his Happis 
neſs of the next Life may even be 


double to his Hopes. 


LVIII, 


| 
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LVL 
& the Court, Diffidence is neceſſary. 


HE that ſteps into a Courr, oughr 
ro look upon himſelf in an Ene- 
mics Country, where a thouſand Am- 
buſcades are laid to enſnare him ; "ris 
there where Gentlemen are moſt Ci- 
w, and leaſt Sincere ; let us ſuſpeR 
their arrificial Carefſes, and that they 
wheedle us to confide: more in 'em 
than we have reaſon to do ; and ler us 
remember, that 'tis their common 
I Courſe to give us the Piture of their 
Minds quite different from the Orj- 
ginal, ſucb a one {miles on you, and 
makes all rhe Overtures of your hum- 
ble Servant, when ar the ſame time he 
waits only for rhe Opportunity ef- 
ſeually ro undo you. Not to be 
cully'd by theſe treacherous Friends, 
adextrous Courtier equally conceals 
his Deſigns, and his Thoughts, par- 

ticularly 
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142 The True Condaft | 
ticularly in what relates to the Ce 
duct of Great Men, he cloaks his De 
ſigns, that his Rivals may not p 
vent the Execution of 'em; and 


{morhers his Sentiments, leſt his Eneff * 


mies ſhould make a wrong Co 
Qtion - wy wy give __ 
am who are in a Poſt ro 
wings ore. You will ſay, dout 
leſs, that 'tis irkſome to be- alwa 
. upon your Guard, and to be ſhy « 
Perſons whom you are oblig'd to cc 
verſe with every day ; I agree it, bi 
at Court ſuch Precautions ate not 
be avoided. And after all, 'tis pre 
rable ro be circumſpe, and reteryd 
both in Words and Actions, tho 'tis& 
the Expence of a little Uncaſi 
than to- lay himſelf liable ro be be 
tray'd by unboſoming himſelf ro thoſe 
whoſe Fidelity has not paſled th 
Teſt. Neverthelels, I do not encow 
rage fuch a general ſuſpicion, as ſhal 


admit of no Exception ; I own that a 


diſcreet Friend, of an approv'd Vir 
rue is to be rely'd on ; but cill a Cour- 
tier 
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tier can be-{o happy to find one ſuch, 
the ſureſt way nor to be chous'd, is to 
truſt no Body, 


=... x 
bl Of Paſſions in thoſe who are well n 


Tears. 
| EY Gentleman is ſo much the 
more 


taking, as his Way corre- 
uy ponds with hio-Aee, and the Rack 
which he, holds in the World; ſo we 
i are pleaſed with a Big and Majeſtick 
f Air in a Monarch, with Gravity upon 
the Bench, with a lofry and fierce 
Meen in the General of an Army: 
d&f Thus we love to ſee Sprightlineſs in a 
ole Child, Activity in a young Man, bur 
Ky expect an old Man to be {crious : Bur 
cowl contrarywiſe, a Perſon is fo much the 
haul more nauſcous, as he departs from his 
At 4 CharaQter; wherefore we ab- 
hor ro ſee yourhful Paſſions rempered 

our} with aged Snow, but Love, eſpecially 
at 
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at that time aday, makes a Man 'ex- 
tremely ridiculous; indeed what Fi 
re-is there more provoking, than 
Gat of an old ſmitten Gallant 2 And 
who can forbear Laughing, when 


{ee a Man aQt a oY nan 
"Tis a great U ineſs for to 
cancel in 2 few Migutes all thoſe A6 


quiſitions of Glory and Honor, which 
he had'becen tugging for all his Life 
| long ; yet this 1s the Praftice of old 
| Fops, who would, ſpark it as they 

did w 
| 


hen they were blooming, and 
who are no wiſer, nor have any-more 
Command of themſeves at Sixty, than 
they had at Eightcen. 
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LX. 
Of Counſel. 1 
T ſtands them much in ſtead, who , 


move in a high Orb, to ſtoop ro 
the Advices that are giv'n 'em, and to 
ſuſpend their Determination till Truth 
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can be ſifted our ; for as this Method 


| way vs Kare +7  igney 


of a General of an Army, of a Go- 
of a Place, edparyg oe nf 

, and ro reward 'em liberall 
6.096 / make good what the) g bro ; 
to create A oood Ofini ion of 
their Wir, and Skill to unriddle an 
, they give falſe Accounts of 
: "and ſhall even dare, out of 
or Envy, to faſten Crimes on 
of Honor, and Worth, they de- 
Ap 
es, whoſe may be o 
us Conſequence, both for the 
State, and for who are oyer- 

teach'd by 'em. 


_ 
The Duties of Perſons advanc'd to 4 


begirt wi 
ay Cans, are farigu'd with {d mucke 
L Labour, 
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Labour, and arc w__y = fummon ſo) 
much Vigil maoraene 
their Aid, chat they ate rather illuſtri- 
ous Slayes, who are mounted ro 'be 
wrack'd by State-Hutricants, than 


ſuch as can enjoy the undiſturb'd Re-' 


Nl Reed et "pay Rhetoric 
a 

CE ould pethaade 1th of the Force 
of this Truth ; he that ſhould tell 
'*m, that the more they are rais'd a- 
boye the Level, the more in fome ſenſe 
they have impair'd their Freedom; 
the more Buſineſs they have upon 
their Hands, the more Sreps to 
tread, and the moreſtrit Meaſures to 
adhere * to, would beſpeak 'em in a 
barbarous Language, whence they ne 
yer dream'd of being attack'd ; they 
oy only on the —_ art, the 
onors they receive t Employ- 
ments, and the wt won rg 
Cruſh, without ever turning the Per- 
{þeRive, and attending to the Obli- 
gations, and Toils which are inſepa- 
rably annex'd to'em ; There are _ 
w 


Vim 
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few wes _ -n- Hardineſs to ven- 
ture on: thoſe Bulky Charges, if 

confider'd how rr rp 4 ro _y 
_ their Character untainted in the Exe- 
cution of 'em; 'tis not .eno' for him 
that is got” into the Saddle, to have 
the Embelliſhments of Under- 


ing, if the nobleſt Inclinations 
of rhe Sting do not bear 'em compa- 
by, and ſteer 'em to the moſt credita- 
e Advantage. Moreover, he can 
ſcarce be without any' one Virtue, 
particularly Piety , Prudence , and 
oderation, are as neceſſary as his 
Cloths, he is bound to keep. the Reins 
ſtraight upon his Manners, not to pers 
mit any Slips in his Behaviour, rg 
countenance his baffled Virtue, ze 
touſly to promote his Countries 
to ſer forward the Intereſts of Reli- 
10n, to contribute all he can to the 
emoyal ot publick and private Mi- 
ſeries, to puniſh Vice with Severity, 
and to give ample Compenſationtothe 
Deſerving ; to let Equity run thro? all 
his Actions, . to A am o_ 
2 


Service, and his Councrey 

- They who are to adminiſter a Prince's 
Juſtice ro his le, ro command his 
Armies, or to be his Lord Licurenants, 
are indiſpenſably oblig'd ro do all 
theſe ; for withour it tisnot poſſible 
for 'em to ayoid Diſgraces, to adorn 
their Station, or to poſſeſs the People, 
that they have deſery'd ſolid Glory. 


LXTI, 
Not to give baſty Anſwers in weighty 
Matters. 


"P15 a Raſhneſs of dangerous Con- 
{ſequence to reply upon the Spot 

in Matters of Moment, without a 
wide Capacity, aſliſted by a long Ex- 
perience ; and tho a Man were Maſter 
of thele two great Advantages, I be- 
lieve, if Opportunity can allow ir, 
 'rwere bexter to take time to nadiengs 

W 
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and Authority, by preferring 'em to 
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what Anſwer is fit ro be return'd to 
the Propoſal. Let no Man, to in- 
dulge a guilty Pride, ſtrut thar he does 
then give Evidence of the Greatneſs, 


and Facility of his Mind, in diſpatch- 


ing too haſtily, rhat which deſerves'ro 
be examin'd ar leifure, in ſuch Caſes 


Miſcarri ariſe, ef; 
Wide dhe” tha of the jick de- 
pends on 'em. 

LXIIL 


Not to Protef# the Wicked. 
Nb looks fo fine, as to do 
good to all the World, not ex- 
cepring our greateſt Enemies; 'tis the 
wicked alone that a Man muſt never 
defend ; this would be, ro declare 


himſelf a Supporter of Vice, and con- 
uently ro renounce — of 
niſter, who 


a Man of Honor; a 


furniſherh the Impious with Credit, 


cs, 
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Offices, makeshimſelf reſponſible for all 
the Excurſions. they may be guilry of 
in the Abuſe of their Power; be- 
ſides, that Gbd will ſcourge fuch an 
unjuſt 'and faichleſs Miniſter.,| the 
Prince: has -reaſon - ro frown-'on :that 
Traitor”, that ſcatters his. Authority 
amongſt Subjects thar are ſo unworthy, 
that-in all; Appearance they are- the 
-armag Inſtruments to. —_ the 
m. 


| ———————— 


LXIV. 


How a Man is to carry himſelf to- 
wards the Ungrateful. | 


Ever let our Reſentment of un« 
* * thankful Returns, tranſport us 
to tax 'em for that lewd Indulgence, 
Reproaches and Contumehies- are im- 
proper. Engines to work 'em into an 
Acknowledgment of their Fault: On 
che contrary, if they find us running 
cm down in company, the ay 7 
| W 
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which they had for us, is preſently 

hos'd into Harred, and they 
immediately declareWar agai inſt us: the 
only way "to make 'em look at home, 
| is to rreat”'em wich: \the ſame Civiliry 
| as uſual, wirhout ſhewing that you 
are touch'd by the Afﬀront of their In- 


Fenders This mild Procedure does 
4 onders, this quickly melts 'em into 
Ltd: 
ons W ve fo 
oblig'd'em, and at 0 Ye oy 
thoro PeGanatiania their Conduct. 
Is it not better to win over People b 
a Generoſity which affeds 'emſo m 
the more, asthey areſenſible that they 
don't deſerve it, than to irritate 'em 


b our Checks and of 'em , 
4 by a diſdainful rey oy qe 
DINED 
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LXV. 
What muſt be obſerved in great Un. 
dertakings. 

N Great Deſigns we often throw at 
all, either for Loſs, or Gain ; as 
therefore rhe Conf: are very 
dangerous, if the does not prove 
ſucceſsful; great Precaution is to be 
us'd before we put it in the Power'of 
a Die to decide our Fate, "Tis cer- 
tain, that a Man never ought to forni 


any im Deſign , without he 
xd; himſelf cipable to carry it 


ond , and bring it to a happy 
aberng— bk a quick —_ 


will OD IEG 
Diligence in the execurive Parr are alſo 
neceſſary; moreover , 'tis requiſite, 
(har Fhote we make choice of to be 

in great - 'zes have a 
Stock of Judgment, and Courage; 
for if rhey dag; - 


XUM 
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I Wheels of Buſineſs to one another, 


the leaſt Obſtacle ſtops 'em, any Diffs 
culries in their way perplex 'em, and 
bluat cheir Purſuit, and if they 


hen they have given their 
Neverthelels, when .any 
mighty Moment is to be 
tranſacted, by realon of the Inconſtan- 
cy of Men, in the choice of whony 
we are ſocaſily impos'd upon, and the 
interfering of {o many crols Accidents, 
I think 'tis neceſſary for common ſafe- 
ty, to fer down in writing the Terms 
of our Agreement , ' and the ſeveral 
Reſolutions concerted, and alſo to ex- 
preſs 'em in ſuch plain Terms, that 
there may be no Room left for Equivos» 
cation. 
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cation. If things milcatry,»and-( 
) chat a Man be \ 
erted, the producing of fuch 
ings will clcar his Reputation, 
wall teſtifie, that ſuch a one was 
——_—_ Faulrs of others, and 
the Unſucceſsfulneſs of Affairs is 
I to themſelves, 
want of Preſence of Mind in/Di 
ties, or becauſe delivering 
over to their own WT ar 
'd in the executing 
reſolyd; —_ _ no 
Weight in great Deſigns, than 
hive dom {peaking of, which 
make appear in the following 


LE 


nota 
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LXVL 
Of a. Secret. 
HE Greareſt Politicians would 
fir ing on their. Intrigue 
tono purpoſe, if the Avenues to thei 
Counte! were not well _—_— 


VIM 
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( UÞ deed Defigns'the beſt laid do notcom- 
l - wh come to Marurity, when thoſe 
V ris capable to unrip 'em, whoſe Inte- 
hey Þl «> ſe 'em : let a Man con- 
ot a ures never {© juſtly, ſuch 
tha be fine to. break thro' 'em all, and 
Mly every Artifice that is contriv'd 
i em. Tis chiefly at Court thar 
cub | to bein ſome ſort i 

_ xeerable ; Wits arethere (© fubcle, rhar 


will dec a Motion, by a 
\ 8 by «ng Ars ou or 


have. remain in Por-hook Hand ; how 
do we fee abortive; 
y becauſe they who 'ought to 
ble "their Intentions, molt' art- 
ſuffer themſelves: ro be ſounded 
Po hand by the Sharpers? others 
{dere are, who for want of Judgment 
4 | eExpericace lay themſelves” open at 
| Daſh, withour ' conſidering to 
what Hazards ſuch an Ingenuity does 

To be plain, there is ſuch 
ape Remnant of Plain Dealing a- * 
mongit Men , that a Man cannot be 
took upon his Guard; and —_ 
a 


"LEE555 
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had need try 'em exadly before he ur]: 
CT _—Y o'aw 
Yer every one is bound 
aiache Bbcree he i maid nOdM 
dent of, and that it ter 
tan by no means to bla 
ara the Man —_— 
encroach on this Law, or rather that 
docs not make Inroads upon it, if he 
can be a Gainer by ſuch a barbaroug 
Infidelity > When I ſay, thar a Secret 
is an inviolable and Thing, 1 
do not pretend nevertheleſs, rhar this 
Propoſition is univerſally true, and 8 
a Rule to be laid down withour Ex 
ception; . for Example, if after 
enjoyn'd me Secrefic, one has im 

- nnrrs ne grin e? heis 
—__ I 'ris true, to 
do Cane eras hin Gant 
burif I cannot ſucceed, and that I have 
jigs to defeat him of accom 


pernicious Reſolution, 
, Gen become tend reveal the 
# The Reaſon of it lies here, bes 


——_ aflur'd him that I would 


communicate | 
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communicate to no Body what he 
committed to m keeping | believ'd 

unca or co ur 

| et fi? {o | 
did not tie my ſelf up to be ſilent, bur 


= tion that he would not 


1 
tha 


my Underſtanding, by making 
= the Truſtee of a ſcandalous Pur- 


o ſtifle ſome monſtrous Birth, ſuch an 
WP Barnet runs counter toone of my 
ligations, ſ{ceing 'tis contrary 


| | to that Law of Nature fo profitable, 


and ſo well grounded, which com- 
mands all Mcn with might and main 


-: | to oppoſe the Progreſs of Evil, and 


to nip budding Vice, this Promiſe then 
s null, and I am diſpensd from ob- 
ſerving it. One may ſee by this, and 
by Examples which occur in Hi- 

, that 'tis dangerous to be the 


'| Confident of anothers Secrets, and e- 


ſpecially of thoſe of Great Men, 
where 'tis ten to one if it be not inter- 


mingled 
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mingled with State-Intereſts; where 
every wiſe Man ought. to get clear 
this Truſt as much as he is able, -» 
that we- muſt reject that onfid ene; 
which a true Friend ſhews he has 
us, by turning the Inſide of his Hee 
outward ; for, as I take it for grantelf 
that this Friend of mine is both df 
creet, and virtuous, fo I may «< 
clude, that he will never unpart 
thing ſo-heinous to me, that bya F 
ority of Obligation I am to reve 
then-the Law of a Secret ſtands in 


force; and a Man mult ſooner (ac 
fice every thing that is dear to hi 
than once violate i@ religious a 


Qion. * | 


y —_ —__— 


LXVIL 
Of Hope, and "Deſpair. 


EN who ſhould only put ther 

ſelyes under the Conduct 

refin'd Reaſon, commonly pals ſuch th 
Judgment 
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- der = on thin 4s moſt corre- 
ds with their Humour and Tem- 


wr; ſo the pref us, who are 

nol Fo Meer theme Ive grow forage 
y perfuaded, that they ſhall obrain 

every thi deſire; and the fear- 
anc picion combat rhe Imagi- 
Attacks of others, almoſt ever 
deſpair of having their Deſigns crown'd 
*PFwith Succeſs. Let us diligently avoid 
ſe dangerous Extremes, for Deſpe- 
tion, and an extravagant Reliance, 


Ido cquall mpt Men to 
| Glens) that may bring heir Ars 
a lappy Iſſue. Does not Experi- 
Fence every day inform us, that by rhis 
Fſtecrage ir happens, that often a Man's 
Flmagination is balk'd by a quite con- 
Ftrary Event? whence it follows, that 
many perſons gull'd by vain Hopes, 
or depre(s'd by unreatonable Fears, 
we 5 wa {uddenly onthe High Ropes, 
nemgor yex'd ro the Guts by an impertinent 
4 dFAnticipation: Theſe Reaſons, me- 
ch thinks, ſhould perſuade us, that when 


ner we 


w6o The Thue Condu#t 
we have laid out all our ſtock of F 
dence, in order- to 


Aims, we are. obligd to remain 


much as is poſſible in a profound Tr: 


8 1 


. out over hoing mpoer | q 


Hatches: of a ſlaviſh Fear, an or 


. bring about our Ends, yet at the fa 
time we may buckle on our necelk 


Armour , to prevent any untow 


Afterclaps, upon ſuppoſition, 
Z attended with 


y are not 
_ we wou'd be thus aan s ap 


we ſhould zzin would by 
7 nerns hens inas muchas wele 


of all expected it, and the Miſchi 
would both be leſs, and we ſhould 


be half fo ſenſible -of ir, becauſe 


had been before-hand in our F 
tions to Cncounter IC. 
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on one? Fu: 7 
We nn” 'ELXVAL 
"To take Virtue's Part. 


O froy Virtue ' is an Objet 
ny \_F which ſenſibly rouches a Gene- 
-yous Man, and makes him employ all 
his own Credit to buoy up the Incereſts 
of the Impotenr, which are d at 
with ſo much Injuſtice, in order to be 
MI run down : But that Generoſfity is 
wy thin ſown in this Age. With whar 
We Unconcernedne(s do Men ſee Vice tri- 
= umphant; and are tame. Spectators, 

When by an arrificial ? tit 
eres its lofty Head upon the Ruines 
of humble Virtue? And even ſuch 
JF 'ss might-caſily interpole to hinder the 
innocent Sacrifice, durſt not pull back 


the Hand of the unjuſt Rufftan thar is 
the Executioner. Nevertheleſs ,. let 
what will happen, methinks we are 
oblig'd privately ro advertize thoſe 
who have the Sword of Authority, -of 
the Frauds that aremade ule of to'dit- 


M courage 
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courage Innocence , or at leaſt our 
ſelves to ſet up for its Champions,if we | 
have bur any thing xutelar abour us to 

uce ; doubrlels an Aftion fo met» 
tleſome -will fer + Obloguy -on our 
Backs, but it ſignifies nothing; for 
Men-of Honor in this Inſtance will be 
on/our fide; Burt after all, pur ca(Sthk 
there were a great-deal to berriſqu'd 
by the Attempt, .can we ſuffer for 4 


berter Cauſe than to put Virtue in the 
Throne. 
LXIX. 
Of Irreſolution. 


Hoſe who level ar no fix'd Mark, 

and are always flu tuating in 
what they are to go abour, ſtrole a 
_ in the World, go wht who 
raggie in a Wood, where know 
not W  ——— 
berimes ro know well the different 
Conditions of Civil Society; and then 
embrace that which we ſhall jucy 


YM 
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ſuits us beſt ; ſometimes we have ſeen 


© People that have worn our their Lives, 


before they have ever pug of derer- 


'm to an- Yet 
4 and 


the Time we have to ſpin it, fo yalue- 
able, thar 'tis perfet Theft to ſtcal a- 
way any. part of, it, to.hoyer in the, uns 
certainty - of chuſmg a Profeſſion. 
There 18 another ſort of Unſtcadinels, 
or . rather. Icreſolution, which 1s 


not 
glrogerher ſo prejudicial, but which 


does a great deal of Harm ; ir conſiſts 
in not knowing what to reſolve upon 
Buſineſs, and to anſwer Emergencies. 
as they ariſe; to, be then in ſu- 
1 nce _— hurried; and 

t we arg to give a quick Re» 
fule of our Thoughts, I allow it to 
be very uſeful to examine things, be- 
fore we undertake 'em ; bur when you 
may endanger the Ow of your Bu- 
ſineſs, b 


to ſlide many hope 

ks have. = os for want « of 
timely Di pen 'em )- 'risan . 
'unpardon Omiſionro be drawing 
4 our 
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ont "Time in tedious Debates, what 
you are to do, 't& ſhew you have Ho- 
ney like a Drone, bur can't recover 
your G Cowards and Half-witred 
" People have this Fault, fo thar of all 
Men living, you are to chule 'em_ laſt 
for the Trrrqrion of great Afﬀairs, 
which are often loſt by delay, and 
_ require-a Man that has Nerves 
for Application, 'as well as Bones for 
Farigue, that has an exalted Courage 
founded upon a peremprory, andclear 


Judgment. 


— 


LXX. 
Not to be Raſh in Judzmg. 


OW come Men ro fuck inſuch 
Variety of Errors, what's the 
Reaſon fo many deliver up themſelves 
to the Condudt of Falſe Principles; ris 
© beravſe they will not be ar the Expence 


of diving Trurh in _ 
ſpeculative, nor weigh whi Faek 
moſt eligible * in *praftical Marrers ? 
| Juſtice 


VIM 
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- Juſtice and Truth; are. not to: be ua 


derſtood gt. the firſt Glance ;, i the 
Clouds. which Pallions throw over aur 
Minds ,. and a Load of Prejudicss; 
block/ up our way to a diſtin Per- 
ception of what is boch true ang jul}: 
So thar often 'tis only/an exact and te+) 
dious Enquiry that can uſher us-into, 
the. ſarisfaRion of ſerting up for Dil-, 
coverers. Men of, the greateſt Ahyli- 
ties are ſometimes par upon, in £11 64 
of all their RefleQions ; what 
come. then of thoſe Wits below Stan- 
dard, who found _ to rhe. Bot» 
tom; and do+ only ble Cs cy 
ſo; ſay.) over the Surface of 
'Tis of the uemglt of _— to vs 
to. ſhun Precipitation in- our Judg- 
ay for. Tow _ Hereſics. and. 
P ve their Rite, ic {prings Quar- 
and, breeds Factions, which per- 
plc 5 Mews Undoing, go * 
m gpon their Repole,; us this .Qyer- 
(s, join'd with the latent Ma- 
ligaity of our Minds, which fways us 
to 2 miſchievous Incerpretation 
on the Actions of others, tho it be to 
M 3 overthrow 


feakd — 
. yutrr rap And ſince'bountcous H 


ode te vouchlaf'd Reaſon for our 
lex us judge of nothing with-" 


_—_ aſſiſtance, and never lerus be 


cartied down ſtream by the -impetu- 


ous Torrent of our Paſſions, whith 
us Hand over Head to make 
pl ice, reduce ti ro that 
Needflity, cither to forfeit our Word, 
or ' ty. A retro falls 
into this Errour, if on too 
forwardl ; wheres pe of the middle 
Form, {ury _ 
wirh leiſure, _ — ch had 
eſcap'd rhe ervation of the maſt 


wet hced, bur who yere leſs hoody. 


ful rg, ercQ it, 
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; LXXI. 
How we ought to treat them who have 
any way been aſſiſtant to us, 


{| born a part in-the Fati 
waded thro' the thickelt of the Dan- 
ſhould be ſhaxers alſo in what's tg 
got by an Und ing. Whoſo- 
'ever- in thele Cales dares iy bang; 
that all che Glory of a happy 
is owing to him, loſeth by his Vani- 
Poe R_ wall A w” 
_ , 
ehſeh much more Come a 
cem ; Complaints w 
yent of his Pride, and Breach of Faith, 
who have ſerv'd him fo faithfully, and 
M 4 whole 
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whoſe Services in the mean time he 
takes ſuch Pains ro undervalue, ro 
make his own. look with a berrer 
Grace, do fo blaſt'kis Credit in the 
Wotld, that'no will ' venpure th 
back him in his Bux on the 
other ſide, all fatisfaorily vie with 
cach other, to promote and' advance 
che Deſign of fuch, who, withouir e- 

whar they have done 
ehemſelves, charge all rhe- Succeſs of 
their Enterprizes on the account. of 
the Worth or Conduct af: their 
Partners, and an extreme Made- 
iy is ſo far framdiminiſhin my 


of their commendable A that 
it enhaunces ro'the beſt Advantage the 
Deſerr of 'em 


" EXXII 
Of Unforeſeen Accident 


Ometimes it happens, that an 'Ac- 
cident which- we were not aware 

of breaks the Neck of the firicteſt 
Meaſures 
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Meaſures we. can take, rand throws 
an Obſtacle almoſt Mtuperadls, to 

e the Execution of Deſigns laid 
with the beſt Skill, 'tis not poſlible to 
preſcribe rhe preciſe Rules of what is 
to be done on i thelg Qccaſions ; this 


d $ on the Poſture Mens Minds, 
| _ to be adjuſted are-in ar 
that Time: I ſhall only fay,. that as 


long time of Deliberation is to he ta- 
ken, as the Afﬀairs themſelves canaf- 


ford; and after that, we mult bold! 
; £0 on with what carries the faite! 


| of Advantage, and execute it 
with as mu urance, as if every 


clear Judgment what fort of Genius he: 


has , who. ſteers the Undertaking ; 


Happy is that Man that has ſo much 
Ability to pitch upon good Expediecyts, 
and it preſerving a Itanch teniper in 
the midſt of Danger, and the Tur- 
moil of Afairs, he diſtributes ever 
where his Orders with that admirabſc 
| | ' Preſence 
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 Prefence of Mind, ' which hath-been 
cry'd up ſo much in the blazoning of 
9 
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EXXI. 


Of Favours, of Recampences; and of 
the Diſpoſal of Offices. 
Hen thoſe who preſide, turn che 
Stream of their” Kindneſs , and 
canton their Employmenrs only where 
Fayour ſways 'em; is a growing 
Milſchicf to that Realm mn 
have the Adminiſtration : This "dit 
heartens Gentlemen of Merit, who 
lee plainly, thar what is thus ſcatrer'd © 


—_ others, is in ſome f{ort-ra- 
viſh'd from 'em ; and as the principal 
Employments are exercis'd by thoſe 


who haye no reaſonable Title to 'em, 
particular Men ſuffer by the Bargain; 
and rhe main Body of the Ki 
receives a very notable Blow: by it: 
Bur when oy, the PR of | true. 
Policy Rewards are only granted to 
'em, who claim 'em by chr One 
ICeS, 
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Poſt fill'd up, bar ac the ſine thts yip 
Ymuſt racitly own the Juſtice of the E- 


| of Poſe of a Ls 


, and thar you cannot 
-an Emplo et difpos'd of,” 6r 


letion to ur, every one is- ſtimulated 


'Yro mend his Worth, being perſuaded 


that his Fortune will movealoft, as his 
Virtue is triumphant; Beſides, it makes 
the publick Wheels urn more Cage 1 
Peace and Joy rei , and 
Order is maintain d in all ; be 
caule thoſe with whom the Prinec -2l 
wy d his Authori 
theme ves of. 


| IT aanels, God" tory ichis 


ro make the People hap- 
py. We ſee how No che Efſect 


, | of this diſtreer Policy ons goes 


w=— thing rtere ent 

on the ſcore of mere Fa- 
Bs And this is the way that makes 
him ſo well ſerv'd, to the Envy of the 
World; and one may ſay, that the ex- 

Care which he has always 
took ro make a wile Choice of his 
Miniſters, of the Generals of his Ar- 
my, and his ether Officers, a "5 
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lictle, contributed ro the Ha 


he es and to advance hy air 


that lugh Pitch of Glory and Power, 
where we, aow. with Aſtoniſhment fee 
him eleyared. 


lh — 


LXXIV. 
7 the Wi, to Grant, or Refuje 
| _— 


— 


Ts are ſome who beſtow what 
| TAE: 


'dof 'em, bur 'tis always 


icher too late, or upon- certain Con: 


ditions, or. with lo. ill a Grace, that 
vers. con; 'em. bur v = 

Thanks for the. Gift ; | if you 
Deſign to be.a Benefactor, _ yk 
you would at the ſame. time chain the 
Aﬀection. of the, oblig'd. to, you, poſs 
juke y with a Belicf, that 'tis.ia good 
Cs Fi u deſign to- be his Friend; 
the di 2: Air, -and , the Com 
* ſtraint with hich (ome Geatlemen 
communicate their Fayours ,. leſſens 
mor*.than half the Price of the Benefit 
received; 
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off received ; whereas he who has the Art 


of gaining Voraries, the very manner 
of making it, is more agreeable than 
the Preſear it (elf; and is more deeply 
imprefliveon a Mind thar is ſenſible of 


'& any other thing beſides Intereſt. Tis 
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noleſs Advantage to know decently 
how to refuſe a Petirioner ; that is to 
ſay, to ſweeten by the Softneſs of Ex- 


ſſion, and "by civil and obligi 
Methods , whatſoever is diſguifl; 
and grating in a RefufalF a ciyil 
Gentleman is fo griev'd that he can't 
content every Supplicant, he deals {o 
well with perſons that make applica- 
tion to him, that he plants a Venera- 
tion of himſelf even in thoſe, whom 
he ſends away not, gratified in their 
Demands, and they go off perſuaded, 
that 'tis none of his Fault that they 


have not an entire farisfation in whar 


came for; {o that they ſhew 
themſelves not leſs oblig'd for being 
deny'd with Regret, than for being 
iedted with Satisfaction. 


LYXXV. 
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LXXV. 
Of a Retir'd, and a Conrt-Life. 


OW ſweet is the Life of a R6 
cluſe, how calm and inviting, 
it ? « Man who Avg iq Reti 
eſtrangd from Objes . which mi 
kindle hs Paſlions, enjoys a nn. 
ranquillicy ; which borh gives hin 
an opportunity to purſue Truth, and 
at the ſame time an caſic Conqueſt @ 
it; 'tis in Solicude that a Man is usd 
to make a ſound Judgment of eyery 
thing that pales under the. File ; by 
Mind therc takesa freer Range, and 
his Underſtanding is at full ſtretch 
he takes in a thouland Things by 
Reading, and Meditation, and is ne 
ver weary with contemplating the Dj 
vine. Pertections, which ſhine {o wor 
derfully.borh in the Order of Nat 
-and in the ſuperinduc'd Bounty, of 
race. On the contrary , it feet 


- har” be who poſſeſſes a conſide 
C 
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has Reaſon to lament: How 

many Cares, ſay they, how man to 
tigues, what Agitaticns of Mind 
the Men in great Offices? I grant wer 
1 believe that the greateſt Favourite 
Fortune, ww has the neccſla Oral 
fications worthil ly odifchargerli Du- 
ties of his Employment , taſtes eyen 
in that Condition Pleaſures, which 
much ballagnce the Degree of his 
Sufferings. For if ' he executes 
faithfully thar Power he is inveſted 
With. (451 ſuppoſe him to do ) whar 
Pleaſure does not he reap by ſerving 
his King, and Countrey to good pur- 

vles, by defending the weak, by ta- 
Qion = fiſting the I 

a(l1 Poor 

yancing Gentlemen of Merit. , 
word, by employing his Wealth 75 
Credit , good to an infinite 


| aumber of diſtreſied Gentlemen, who 
; want the comfortable Influences of 


'em. They who have Souls noble and 


enerous eno' to make lo an Uſe 


of the Advantages of a full Fortune, 
4nd who beſides this have a vaſt Reach, 
and 
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and a long Head; wherewith to'pe- 
nerrate into Intrigues, are wirtibur 
 douht call'd tro the Management of 
grear Undertakings, and: they ought 
to improve the rare Endowments in- 
dulgent Heaven has giv'n 'em for their 
Countty's Good :- Inferiour Employ- 
ments, and a private Life are no ways 
fuited ro theſe Great Men, that can 
preſently diſcuſs a great Maſs of Bu- 

inefs; and therefore ſeem ro be crea- 
red on purpoſe to Govern others, but 
for thoſe who have only a common 
fort of Vitrne, and an Underſtanding 
of a mean Scantling, they may live in 
the Shades, 'and the Publick will be no 
Loſer by it; and if they are nor fum- 
mon'd our of the' Crowd, they ought 
not to ſtep up to a Condition diſpro- 
portion'd ro the Strength,” and Capa- 
city of their Heads. | 
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LXXVI, 
What Sentiments the ſe of the Cred. 
tures ſhould inſpire us with. 


P18 odd to imagine, that thoſe 


Creatures which contribute fo 
much to our Ruine, might not, if we 
had the skill ro manage 'em aright, do 
more for our Prelervation? and if we 
confin'd our felves to a juſt Uſe of 'em, 
whatſoever we found valuable and in- 
viting in 'em would naturally 
our Aﬀection to that Treaſury whence 
all are inrich'd ; bur where an imper- 
k> or a worſe Scene open'd,this would 
abate our Eſteem, and weanus from a 
cloſe purſuit of 'em. The Beauty of 
the Univerſe, and JUGEny the 
Charms of reaſonable would 
adminiſter to us ſome Idea of the So- 
yereign Beaury of God, and would 
forcibly ' carry us to deſire a perperual 
Union with him. Wit, Power, Goods 
nels; Diſcretion, Equity, and the o- 

N ther 
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other celebrated x of Men, 
would irreſiſtably tway us to admire 
the Divine P ions, Which are the 
Source . of all ' our Virtues, and the 
Principle from whence every Good we 
ſſeſs, is derivd. The mix'd Plea- 
ures which we raſte on Earth, and 
which we wooe with ſo much _—_ 
runity, tho they have a great deal of 
Bitrerneſs in 'em, put us upon thinks 
ing how double refin'd rhoſe are which 
plorifi'd Saints enjoy ; and might en- 
us to labour to be ro 
thar Celeſtial Quire. On the ocher 
ſide the Diſorders which peſter che 
World, might exſtinguiſh our Deſire 
of adhering to 'em; the Miſeries of 
this Life, and its ſhort Duration, 
might make us fully ſenſible,that Ha 
pine{s in good earneſt is not in it. To 
conclude, the Frailties, and Enormi- 
ties of thoſe amo whom we live, 
might ſtave us off from loving any 
y upon any other Conſideration, 
than merely for the ſake of pure Cha- 
fity; and thus the moſt unbrid!'d PaF 


ſions would neyer run away with our 


Quiet, 
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Quier, the dazling Splendour of this 
ſenſible Frame of Things would make 
lictle Impreſſion on our Minds; and 
the ſame-ObjeRs which moſt common- 
undermine our Happineſs, might be 
proper Inſtruments to abliſh it 


— 


LXXVII 
Of Baniſhment. 


Xile, to ſpeak ly, is n6 

more then Chanda If is, which 
ought to create no Diſturbance to a 
Man of an irreproachable Condue, 
all Countries are equally good to 
Honeſt Men; where-eyer they go,they 
find what is neceſſary to keep 'em a- 
live , and this the Command of their 
Paſſions allows to be ſufficient ; when 
therefore x Baxy Reverſe of Fortune 
a Man is oblig'd to withdraw into a 
fort of Wilderneſs, after having al- 
ways liy'd amidſt Court-Ceremony 
and Noiſe, he ought not to be in the 


—_—— bemoan a Reme- 
| p 


dileſs 
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dileſs Fare; this only alarms the Stand- 
ets by with the Complainer's Weak- 
neſs. A Man ought rather to go off 
thar e Gentilely, which he is no 
longer able to tread without ſtrug- 
gling againl t a High Tide. Great 
Men indeed, are {0 diſingag'd in their 
Aﬀections, that they can quit princi- 
pal Employments with more caſe than 
accept 'em; they know that x 
ſo circumſtantiated, that *tis difficulr 
to perform the Truſt of 'em well, and 
as they didenjoy '*em with Indifference, 
they leave 'em ſedately , and with 
Chearfulneſs. The Accidents which 
- deſpoi'ld 'em of 'em, and which com- 
monly pals _ the Name of rom 
runes, praces, as 
the firſt Inlet of their ts for 
when they look back on the Entangle- 
ments'of a thouſand diſtrafting Cares 
that had detain'd 'em, and ſee them- 
ſelves ſer free from the Agirations that 
are inſeparable from great Places, they 
begin to reliſh the Bleſlings of Liberty, 
'and to enjoy the happy Calm of a Life 
refreſh'd with Peace and Innocence. 
LYXXVII. 


Vim 
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* LXXVIIL 
| Of Impriſonment, 


; HE Caſe is much the ſame be- 
t twixt Impriſonment, and Exile; 
; for thoſe Priſons where Men are fur- 
| niſh'd with Neceſlaries for the Body , 
| and where alſo a ſuitable Entertain- 
ment for the Mind is vided, can 

be reckon'd only as Solitudes, where 
a Man may have no Interruption of 
his Quiet, if he will bur temporize, 
but w he will be miſcrable, if he 
will let Vexation or Sadneſs put him 
in a Ferment. - Whena Man has aclear 
Conſcience, 'tis a Miſtake for him to 
perſuade himſelf that he is unfortu- 

. nate, becauſe he can't take ſo free a 
3 Range as he could when he was at 
| : A Carthufran is well fatisfi'd in 
his Cell, tho he is prohibited ro make 
any Excurſion; How comes that a- 
bout? Becauſe he has adopted that 

| for a ſweet Courſe of Life, which 0- 
; N 3 rhers 
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thers look upon as a Slavery not to be 

cndur'd;but he who isin Priton has Em- 
pire eno' over himſelf ro'do the ſame 
thing, he ſhall nor be more reſtrain'd, 
nor lels free than the Religipus Man ; 
this would be to a like a reaſonable 
Agent ; but the beſt Choice would be 
to do the Office of a Chriſtian, and to 
have no other Opinion of the Lives of 
Perſons of 0 but what ſhould 


be leable with our Religion. 
If I were not afraid, that I ſhould be 
apprehended for invading the Preach- 
ers Office, I would introduce a re- 
markable Paſlage of 7ertullian's, who, 
{pcaking to the Chriſtians ſhut up in 
terrible ns, forthe {ake of thei 

Faith, has theſe Words : Do not afflic# 
your ſelves, ſays he, becauſe you are ex- 
cluded from the World; for if you were 
conmvincd, as you ought to be, that the 
World « a real Priſon, you would be much 
more free in your Priſons, than you 
would be in the World. Yet there are 
Priſoners, who innocently afflit them» 
ſelves in their Confinement, becauſe 
they look upon the Condition — 
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are, not more a Puniſhment, in» 
flited on 'em, than as the Triumph of 
their Perſecutors; bur if any Grief 
Snlags Gow hence, 'tis only the Effet 
of their diſtur ; ws 5s am jon; *tis to 
be conſfiderd,whether Imprifonment in 
it ſelf is any great Ill, and if ir-does 
not lie in our Power to make a good 
Uſe of it, without ever diſquieting our 
Brains for what _ duink of it, 
whoſe Opinion can add nothing to our 
—_— Load. Tis thus,rhat a Judi» 
cious Man puts things in the Scales, he 
_ takes 'em on the Right Side, 
and by fo doing, he becomes happy to 
his Wiſhes, in that ſtate, where the un- 
diſcerning Crowd by a corrupt Calene 
dar compure him nulſerable. 
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IXXIX. 
Of the Love, and Initation of 
Jeſus Chris. 


= Chriſt knowing the Corruption 
of Men, and that his Word was not 

eno' to Lance the Tumour of 
their Pride, nor ſufficient! own 
fo purge their Minds fo fall of Preju- 


dices, was not contented to indulge 
them a Law, all Divine like himſelf, 
to keep their Manners in a due Regu- 
lation ; bur fell upon the Practice like 
a bright Example, beckoning them 
to follow that Holy Life : 'To the 
Power of that Exemplar he harh given 
us, he has ſuperadded the Aſſiſtance of 
his Grace, without - which we could 
© never get our Weather-beaten Veſſels 
into that Port of Happineſs he has pro- 
mis'd us; and, that which ought par- 
ticularly ro routh us to thexquick, is, 
that a pure and diſintereſted Charity 
was the Foundation of all that he did 


for 
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for us, that God who found in him- 
ſelf the never flowing Fountain of 
his own Felicity, —_—_— none of the 
impotent Company of his Revolted 
Creatures; yet he with God-like Mer- 
was willing to unite himſelf coour 
ature, and to ſuffer Death for Sin- 
ners worthy of the deepeſt Laſhes ; 
what Tenderneſs, what Love was vi 
ſible in that God who did in ſome fort_ 
humble himſelf ro faye us? How pro- 
n&b this Motive to affe generous 
nds, and how difficulr is it when we 
think ſeriouſly of the Benefits we have 
received from our Lord, how difficult 
is it, I ay, to refuſe him a Heart to 
which his Title is{o antecedently Juſt? 
Ah! if we are fo ſenſible of che good 
Offices which are done us, where com- 
monly the Actors look a{quint on 
their own Intereſt, what Acknowledg- 
ment ought we not to pay for {o 
Gratuitous Bounties as Jeſus Chrilt 
has conferr'd on us, only becauſe he 
lov'd us? This adorable Savidur has 
ven us in his Life and Death a per- 
fa Model of all the Virtues which 
can 


/ 
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can lead ns up to that Immorral Crown 
he deſigns us, and he is defirous, that 
we ſhould not deviate from his Steps; 
bur yer ſurveying our Weakneſs, he 
has promis'd us a Reinforcement of 
his own Succours, with which we 
need not decline to combat thoſe for- 
midable Enemies that have vow'd out 
Deſtruction. Let us charge then with 
Confidence under fo great a Leader, 
we may well be undaunted under {6 
good a Maſter, let us inviolably imi- 
rate the Brightneſs of his Example, and 
that our . Wills may not be bia(s'd by 
the publick Obliquiry of the Are, let 
us judge of things as he judy; d of 
'em, ler us pronounce that thoſe Rich 
es, Pleaſures, and Honors which he 
deſpis'd, do not deſerve our conſtant 
Atrendance on 'em; ler us believe alſo, 
that the Sufferings, which he lov'd to 
thar heighth as to die upon a Croſs, 
are leſs to be fear'd than wiſh'd for ; 
and let us remember, that the way 
which he march'd to his Glory, that is 
now Triumphant, is not ſurcharg'd 
with the Gaiery of Flowers, out yet 

ooks 
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$ Graceful, tho * dyd with 
poul and water'd wich Tears. 


Of Death. 


Frer havi oposd my Thoughts 
abour C a rn rr 
what we are to avoid whilſt we wan- 
der in this Lower Region; methinks 
'tis pat to the purpole,co.fay ſomething: 
of , Which gives the finiſhing 
Stroke, and is the moſt important Mo- 
ment of fleeting Life ; I know very 
well, that the Separation of the Soul 
from the Body can be no Friendly Part- 
ing; and that the moſt reſolute Minds 
cannot —_— it exe rainy ſome Diſ- 
compoſure that ers upon Fear; 
nevertheleſs,l do not think iis {o hard 
a Task, as ſome tearful Souls who 
multiply their Terrours imagine 'tis, 
to bid the World adicu with the fame 
Generoſity with which we liv'd in it ; 
inderd why ſhould we dread the Paſ 
auoy | Hd 
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fage thro* this Streight that has been 
open'd by. other C Ss fo many 
Ages ago ? Is jt not better with Bra- 
yery to ſtand the Shock of that Dan- 
ger which we know before-hand is 
unavoidable, and from which not the 
fubcleſt of all Mankind; by any eva- 
five Tricks can bolt; the Hope of 
Happineſs, which is afſur'd to us, if 
we dic with, holy Diſpoſitionsto be ca- 
pable of ir, ought ſooner ro'quicken 
us to ſearch for Death, than ro increaſe 
our Fear of loſing Life. If we are jea- 
lous that we ſhall be rack'd with ſome 
painful Agony, let us refleQ that often 
tis light eno, or at leaſt, that 'tis 
quickly adjourn'd ; and if the Seyeri- 

of God's Judgments frights us, the 

Blood of Telus Chriſt ſhed for our Sal- 
vation, and the infinite Love which he 
has for Souls that have coſt him ſo 
dear, ought to (till our Fears, and ih- 
ſpire us with much Confidence of Re- 
concilement, If we arejuſt ( which yer 
a Man ought not to perſuade himſelf 
that he % ler us hope he will breath 
inynortal Loye on us, and erown thoſe 

Works 
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Works which are the Reſults of his 
- own Grace; and if we are Sinners, | 
ler us not deſpair of his Mercy, ſee- 
ing that knows no Bounds, and that 
the Scripture tells us, that a broken 
and a contrite Heart he will nor de- 
ſpiſe: The.Grace of ſuch a happy Re- 
nce which we ought to ask with 
aith, Humility, and Perſeverance, is 
eno' to 'give us new Life after Death. 
Nevertheleſs, it muſt be own'd, thar 
thoſe who neglefing the Obligations 
of their Religion, degrade themſelves 
by immerſing cheir Lives in ſenſual 
Fruitions, have reaſon to apprehend 
Death as a King of Terrours ; for be- 
ſides, that their Ruine is certain, if 
they ate carch'd unawares by it, which 
God knows, is too often, as we are 
aſſur'd by our Redeemer, put caſe a 
Diſtemper ſhould leave ſuch Men ſome 
Dregs of Time to rhink upon their 
Salvation , cither they flatter them- 
ſelves, that it will not prove mortal, 
and fo ſtop ſhorr even in the Tendency 
to a Preparation for a dying hour, or 
if ſeeing themſelves at rhe laſt Gafp, 
they 
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they deſire to receive the Sacrament 
to huddle up a miſpent Life, com- 
monly 'tis more the of a ſlaviſh 
Fear, than Fruit of a true Con- 
verſion, they do not ſincerely renounce 
the Pleaſures of the World, nor aban- 
- don the ObjeRs of their criminal Paſ- 
fions, which they have always doted 
on with {o much yehemence ; for that 
Love fortifi'd by long Caſtom, has 
branch'd ir (elf in their Hearts with 
ſuch ſtubborn Roots, that it muſt be 
only a Miracle of Grace that can di- 
vorce {uch a cemented Acquaintance ; 
and will God vouchſafe this extraordi- 
nary Grace to thoſe who for ſo many 
years have impudently violated, and 
contemn'd his holy Laws 2 The ſureſt 
Means then to be arm'd againſt the 
Fears of Death, is for Gentlemen 
to prepare themſelves by a pure and 


innocent Life , timely to draw off 


from that which one day they muſt 
part withal for ever, to reflet of- 
ten that inthat critical Moment where 
Eternity begins, the Pleaſures of Senſe 
expire; a Veil 1s drawn over all hu- 


man 
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man Greatneſs, every gliſtering rem- 
poral Advantage is vaniſh'd. ly, 
| they have no more to do but to per- 
ſuade themſelves convincingly , that 
| there is no other Bottom to ſtay their | 
Conſolation upon, but the Remem- 

brance that they have loy'd God, and 
that they have ſery'd him with an in- 
variable Stedfaſtneſs, in ſpight of the 
over-bearing Corruption of a profli- 
gate Age. 
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